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In  This  Issue...  Jacques  Schnier  and  His  Bay  Bridge  -  by  Mike  Carter! 


Society  Long  Beach  Expo  Meeting  -  Another  Success! 


Our  last  meeting  at  Long  Beach  featured  80+  enthusiastic  members  and...  (top  left)  Collector,  Tom  Best's 
informative  talk  on  his  love  of  the  hobby,  (top  right)  Ed  Mulhausen's  interesting  talk  on  circulated 
commemoratives ,  (bottom  left)  Helen  Carmody  and  Steve  Sanders  admiration  of  Steve's  recent  acquisition  of  the 
Spanish  Trail  plaster  casts,  and  Society  YN,  Matthew  Niemeyer's,  lucky  acquisition  of  a  beautiful  Isabella 
medal!  Wow,  what  a  morning!!!  (photos  courtesy  of  Gloria  Peters). 
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'Hie  Edit  oria  1  L  ine 


*** 


by  Ray  Mercer,  Newsletter  Editor,  R-20,  CT 

I, 

What's  In  A  Number?... 

What's  so  important  about  numbers?  Well,  in  your  Editor's  opinion  -  absolutely  nothing. 
But  wait  a  minute,  you  say,  I'm  all  wrapped  up  playing  lotto,  stressed-out  buying  an 
MS-64.7  coin,  or  trying  to  figure  out  how  many  relatives  are  going  to  torture  me  this 
weekend!  Numbers  ARE  important!  They  are  a  key  and  vital  part  of  my  life!  Just  take 
for  instance  when  the  clock  informs  me  that  it's  5:00PM  -  I  can  quit  work  at  1313 
Blueview  Terrace,  drive  43  minutes  to  my  house,  and  watch  Dallas  at  9:00PM  on  channel  2! 
Everywhere  I  turn  numbers  are  influencing  my  life! 

Well,  as  much  as  your  rebuttal  makes  sense,  I  must  still  insist  that  numbers  by 
themselves  really  mean  nothing.  Let's  face  facts  -  they  can't  make  you  happy,  fill  out 
your  dance  card,  or  make  you  more  meaningful  in  life  than  what  you  really  are.  However, 
what  numbers  REPRESENT,  the  people  and  actions  that  actually  create  them,  are  indeed 
important  factors  to  consider. 

Take  our  Society  for  instance  -  for  the  first  time  in  our  history  we  have  experienced  a 
decline  in  our  membership  rolls  -  from  1,158  last  quarter  to  1,029  as  of  this  printing. 
Of  course,  this  has  resulted  from  deleting  the  people  from  our  rolls  who  didn't  pay 
their  1986-87  dues  -  BUT  what  does  this  really  MEAN  to  us  -  as  an  organization? 

In  a  mere  handful  of  months  have  we  suddenly  grown  less  popular?  Was  the  last  newsletter 
less  entertaining,  informative,  or  useful  than  previous  issues?  Are  people  getting 
tired  of  collecting  Commemorative  coins?  Have  recent  price  declines  extinguished  their 
flame  of  enthusiasm?  Is  the  $15  membership  fee  too  high?  Are  our  officers  not  doing 
their  jobs?  Are  our  meetings  becoming  boring?  Exactly  WHY  have  we  experienced  a  drop  in 
membership? 

Well,  we  can  sit  around  all  day  long  and  move  figures  from  one  column  to  another,  draw 
charts  and  graphs  to  show  fluctuations  in  membership  totals,  analyze  our  financial 
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intake  of  dues  and/or  present  theories  on  why  there  has  been  a  decline,  but  this  is  just 
N  with  numbers.  What  we  now  have  to  do  is  get  back  to  the  HEART  OF  THE  MATTER  as  a 
FAMILY.  It  is  NOW  time  for  each  one  of  us  to  go  to  WORK  for  the  good  of  our  Society  and 
more  importantly  -  for  the  good  of  all.  This  is  something  we  must  accomplish  TOGETHER  or 
it  will  not  be  accomplished  at  all! 

The  reason  why  we  have  experienced  a  decline  in  membership  can  be  traced  to  the  actions 
of  our  ENTIRE  membership  -  or  more  simply  put  -  YOU.  Therefore,  the  answer  to  our 
current  problem  is  simple  -  YOU  must  motivate  yourself  to  sign  up  AT  LEAST  one  member 
after  you  read  this  newsletter!  That  is  the  ONLY  answer  to  stopping  our  decline.  I'm 
sorry,  but  most  of  you  are  just  not  helping  to  improve  YOUR  assets  in  this  organization! 
You  are  depending  on  a  handful  of  people  to  break  their  beehives  to  do  what  should  be 
COLLECTIVELY  an  easy  job.  Just  look  at  the  facts... 

1.  We  had  1,158  members  before  membership  renewal  deadline. 

2.  Only  34  members  out  of  a  total  1,158  had  signed  up  at  least  one  new  member  for  that 
quarter . 

3.  The  previous  quarter  we  had  922  members. 

4.  Only  14  members  out  of  a  total  of  922  had  signed  up  at  least  one  new  member  for  that 
quarter . 

5.  In  both  instances,  more  than  half  of  the  recruitments  were  performed  by  the  SAME 
people . 

Do  You  See  What's  Going  On?... 

If  this  keeps  up,  in  two  or  three  years,  we  are  going  to  yawn  ourselves  all  the  way  down 
to  about  500-700  people  simply  out  of  APATHY!  Less  members  translates  to  less  fun, 
insights,  money,  projects,  and  learning.  By  not  taking  the  time  to  sign  up  a  new  member 
you  are  ultimately  dealing  YOURSELF  the  gypsy  death  card  as  a  member  of  a  viable 
club!  It's  just  that  simple  and  there  are  no  two  ways  around  it!  With  only  20  or  30 
people  consistently  gathering  new  members,  the  normal,  yearly,  membership  attrition 
common  to  every  non-profit  club  is  going  to  eventually  swallow  us  up. 

Why  Do  Jan  &  Ray  Mercer  Put  Out  This  Newsletter?... 

Actually,  that's  a  good  question  we  often  ask  ourselves.  Obviously,  nobody  else  seems  to 
want  to  do  it,  but  little  sticklers  like  that  seldom  succeeds  in  shaking  us  up.  We  do 
it  because  we  feel  our  labors  are  USEFUL  to  helping  the  club  as  a  WHOLE.  To  be  blunt,  we 
assume  only  about  50%  of  you  find  this  publication  enjoyable  to  read,  therefore,  we  are 
more  than  happy  to  waste  our  time  on  the  OTHER  50%  of  the  people  in  order  to  help  those 
who  really  care.  I'm  sure  the  other  officers  feel  the  same  way  or  I  dare  say  they  would 
not  be  performing  their  important  jobs  either.  Therefore,  you  can  get  away  with  only  8 
officers  administrating  the  difficult  tasks  necessary  to  support  1,000+  people.  As  you 
have  seen,  eight  people  can  do  a  pretty  good  job  in  this  respect. 

However,  20  or  25  active  recruiters  can  NOT  do  the  job  of  1,000+!  If  they  are  REAL  GOOD, 
maybe  they  can  handle  the  work  load  of  100,  200,  or  possibly  even  300  members,  but  they 
can't  swing  maintaining  a  club  of  1,000+  people  on  their  own!  I'm  sorry,  but  they  are 
just  wasting  their  time  for  YOU  -  fighting  against  unsurmountable  odds  -  like  trying  to 
empty  out  your  flooded  basement  with  a  Dixie  Cup. 

Yes,  we  must  naturally  expect  1 0% - 15%  of  our  members  NOT  to  renew  their  memberships  each 
year.  It's  human  nature  to  lose  interest  in  a  project  and  go  onto  other  things  in  life  - 
there  is  absolutely  nothing  wrong  with  that!  However,  there  are  untold  THOUSANDS  of 
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participate  in  our  organization,  BUT  FIRST  they  have  to  be  introduced!  And  20  or 
people  are  NOT  going  to  find  them  on  their  own! 

It's  Up  To  YOU. . . 

You  now  have  a  choice.  You  can  help  to  continue  to  build  our  organization  and  profit  by 
its  enthusiasm  and  success.  You  can  help  introduce  new  members  along  with  their  new 
insights,  ideas,  and  projects.  We  can  continue  to  grow. 

OR  -  you  can  simply  do  nothing.  You  can  sit  back  and  watch  us  decline  while  listening  to 
the  same  old  rhetoric. 


However,  IF  we  decline  in  number  the  exchange  of  new  ideas  will  naturally  decline  too! 
Improvement  will  stop,  and,  ultimately,  we  will  become  boring  -  just  like  the  country 
club  at  the  end  of  the  world.  One  morning  you  wake  up  and  discover  that  you've  been 
wearing  the  same  bow  tie  for  fifteen  years,  you've  heard  all  the  punch  lines  before,  the 
thought  of  having  another  gin  and  tonic  bores  you,  it's  the  same  old  stuff  on  the  menu, 
and  all  your  friends  are  dead.  At  that  point,  you  don't  have  to  be  told,  you  simply  get 
up  from  the  table  and  leave  never  to  return  as  you  know  your  club  is  dead  too! 


Sign  somebody  up  today.  We  have  included  a  membership  application  blank  in  this 
newsletter  for  your  consideration  or  lack  of  it.  The  rest  is  up  to  you.  Remember  -  a 
club  is  only  as  good  as  its  members  and  its  members  are  only  as  good  as  their 
diversity . 


1936 — Bridgeport  or  Barnum  Half  Dollar 

This  unusual  coin  was  issued  to  commem¬ 
orate  the  One  Hundredth  Anniversary  of  the 
incorporation  of  Bridgeport  as  a  city. 

25,000  coins  were  struck,  all  at  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint,  and  sold  at  $2.00  each.  From 
the  report  we  have  the  issue  was  completely 
sold  out. 

As  no  doubt,  the  first  thought  in  the  col¬ 
lectors  mind  is  just  why  Mr.  Barnum's  portrait 
should  be  upon  the  coins.  Here  is  the  reason 
given  by  the  Committee: 

"In  addition  to  the  world-wide  fame  of  P.  T.  Barnum  as  a 
showman,  we  look  upon  him  with  a  great  deal  of  respect  as 
a  fine  citizen  and  philanthropist  of  our  city.  He  served  as 
our  Mayor  in  the  year  1875.  In  1851  he  purchased  a  tract  of 
land  in  East  Bridgeport,  laid  out  streets  and  lined  them  with 
trees.  He  also  reserved  a  grove  of  eight  acres,  which  is  now 
known  as  Washington  Park.  This  was  the  beginning  of  an 
industrial  development  in  our  city  which  has  since  grown  lo 
great  proportions." 

Considering  the  status  of  the  commemorative  coins  we  think 
that  Barnum's  likeness,  in  view  of  his  famous  remark,  is  cer¬ 
tainly  most  appropriate. 

As  regards  the  reverse,  it  is  best  described  by  a  comment 
made  by  one  of  the  suckers,  pardon  me,  I  mean  purchasers,  as 
published  in  a  recent  issue  of  a  publication: 

"The  eagle  (?)  on  the  new  Bridgeport  Half-Dollar  is  the 
biggest  joke  as  a  specimen  of  our  noble  bird  that  ever  ap¬ 
peared  on  a  coin.  Not  a  feather  appears  on  its  tin-roof  surface, 
and  several  beholders  said  it  resembled  an  airplane.  Turn  it 
around  and  you  have  a  fine  shark  with  two  dorsal  fins,  an 
open  mouth  and  a  tongue. 

"The  shark  appears  to  be  laughing.  I  wonder  at  whom?  And 
how  apropos  that  P.  T.  Barnum's  portrait  adorns  the  other 
side.  He  was  right  in  his  famous  remarks  years  ago." 


1936— CLEVELAND  HALF  DOLLAR—1936 

This  very  attractive  coin  was  issued  by 
Cleveland  commemorating  its  One  Hundredth 
Anniversary. 

The  obverse  bears  the  portrait  of  General 
Moses  Cleaveland,  who  founded  the  city  of 
Cleveland  in  1836. 

The  reverse  shows  an  airplane  view  of  the 
Great  Lakes  region  with  a  compass,  one  end 
of  which  is  pointing  to  the  city  of  Cleveland 
and  the  other  end  encircling  the  Great  Lakes. 

The  bill  authorized  an  issue  of  50,000  coins 
of  which  but  25,000  have  been  struck  so  far, 
and  these  were  offered  and  sold  at  $1.50  each. 

The  design  of  the  coin  is  well  executed  and 
the  coin  is  well  struck.  It  is  a  worthy  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  long  list  of  commemoratives. 

Here's  some  interesting  observations  via  B.  Max 
Mehl  from  his  Jan.,  1937  booklet  entitled  "The 
Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States,"  pub¬ 
lished  and  compiled  by  Max  himself.  Throughout 
this  edition  of  TCT  I  have  inserted  excerpts  from 

this  fascinating  booklet  as  Mehl  was  quite  an 
outspoken  and  amusing  fellow.  We  have  Tom  DeLorev 

(R-573,  MI)  to  thank  for  posting  these  along! 
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Vc  >V  Vc 


Now  It's  Time  For  Club  News ! 


>V  >'c  Vc 


Bob  Ball  Hits  A  Home  Run... 

A  TREMENDOUS  "thank  you"  is  due  Bob  Ball  (R-157,  MA)  for  his  extremely  generous  actions 
in  placing  a  half  page  ad  in  COIN  WORLD  on  behalf  of  our  Society!  This  four  star  (****!) 
extra  for  our  club  should  prove  to  be  ONE  of  the  important  pushes  our  membership  rolls 
desperately  needs!  Bob  -  thanks  for  extending  a  helping  hand  WHEN  and  WHERE  it's  needed 
most!  Some  people  pay  lip  service  when  you  need  help  -  and  fortunately  others  just  roll 
up  their  sleeves  and  jump  right  in!  Bobby,  as  far  as  this  Editor's  concerned  -  you're  a 
heck  of  a  guy!  Three  cheers  for  Ohio  State  University! 

Sheldon  Siegel  Airlifts  Desperately  Needed  Supplies... 

You  can  imagine  our  surprise  when  two,  heavy  boxes  simply  bursting  with  a  dazzling 
assortment  of  office  supplies  found  their  way  to  Jan  Mercer,  Society  Secretary,  151  Elm 
Street,  New  Canaan,  CT,  United  States,  Earth!  Upon  unpacking  this  virtual  horn  of 
clerical  plenty,  we  were  delighted  to  discover  the  kind  and  generous  benefactor  to  be 
none  other  than  our  Society's  very  own  Shelly  Siegel  (R-987,  NJ ) !  Pads,  pencils,  pens, 
paper  clips,  rubber  bands,  envelopes  -  the  impressive  list  is  endless  -  now  aids  our 
Secretary  in  her  day  to  day  battle!  Shelly  deserves  ALL  our  thanks  of  gratitude  not  only 
his  actions,  but  for  his  genuine  CONCERN  for  our  club!  His  thoughtful  gift  will  keep  our 
paperwork  rolling  for  many  months  to  come!  Thanks,  Shelly  -  you're  my  kind  of  guy! 

Bill  Shamhart  Gives  A  Repeat  Performance... 

Many  of  you  will  remember  Bill's  (R-33,  MA)  generous  actions  of  last  year  when  he  gave 
our  club  $50  for  each  Oregon  Trail  etching  that  he  sold.  Well,  hope  springs  eternal  and 
now  armed  this  year  with  a  new  masterpiece  (California  Jubilee)  -  Bill  has  informed  us 
that  sales  are  not  only  brisk  and  close  to  a  sell  out,  but  he  has  also  bestowed  our 
organization  with  a  check  for  $200!  Bill's  unselfish  work  for  this  Society  goes  on  to 
certify  why  I  am  so  proud  of  our  club!  Once  again,  these  etchings  are  a  severely  limited 
edition,  impressively  executed,  and  make  a  wonderful  addition  (or  is  that  "edition")  to 
a  commemorative  nut's  home  and/or  office.  If  you  are  interested  in  discovering  if  any  of 
these  are  left  -  you  may  contact  Bill  at  P.0.  Box  594,  Marlboro,  MA  01752. 

Tom  Best  And  Ed  Mulhausen  Knocks  'em  Dead... 

Although  this  Editor  was  sadly  unable  to  attend,  reliable  sources  have  happily  informed 
me  that  the  80-i  people  in  attendance  at  our  meeting  held  during  the  last  LONG  BEACH  EXPO 
were  thrilled  to  experience  both  Tom's  (R-81,  CA)  and  Ed's  (LM-16,  CA)  respective  talks! 
Personally,  I  am  more  than  pleased  to  see  and  hear  all  the  NEW  speakers  that  have  been 
finding  their  way  to  our  program  circuit!  New  speakers  translates  to  new  ideas, 
insights,  and  fun.  Thank's,  guys  -  YOU  are  helping  to  keep  this  club  exciting!  And  since 
we  have  just  stumbled  upon  the  subject... 

Sam  Lopresto  And  The  LONG  BEACH  EXPO  Comes  Through  Again... 

What  the  heck  would  we  ever  do  without  the  dedicated  and  sincere  help  of  Sam  Lopresto 
(R-38,  CA),  Teresa  Darling  (R-727,  CA),  Gus  Argeris  (R-137,  CA)  and  all  the  other  LONG 
BEACH  EXPO  people?  Frankly,  how  can  we  thank  them  enough  for  their  kindness  in  providing 
us  with  the  BEST  in  publicity,  meeting  rooms,  refreshments,  audio  visual  aids,  and 
countless  other  little  extras  that  always  adds  up  to  a  successful  meeting?  Well,  the 
answer  to  this  question  is  easy  -  we  can't!  Therefore,  the  NEXT  time  you  see  one  of 
these  thoughtful  souls,  a  simple  and  sincere,  "Thanks  for  your  help!"  is  certainly  in 
order!  As  far  as  this  editor's  concerned,  there  is  only  ONE  major  coin  show  in  the  U.S. 
and  I'll  let  you  figure  that  one  out  on  your  own! 
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John  Flitter  Shows  The  Yankees  How  It's  Done... 

Speaking  of  great  presentations,  it  was  my  sincere  pleasure  to  attend  the  fascinating 
talk  given  by  collector,  John  Flitter  (R-522,  SC),  at  our  meeting  held  during  the  ANA 
Midwinter  in  Charlotte,  NC.  John's  easy  going,  highly  informative,  and  fun  talk/slide 
presentation  is  now  at  the  TOP  of  the  list  of  my  favorite  Society  programs  of  all  time! 
Backed  up  by  great  color  slides,  John's  willingness  to  share  his  insights  into  the 
Columbia  Time  Capsule  find  was  something  I  would  have  been  willing  to  make  the  trip  to 
Charlotte  for  alone!  Honestly,  people  -  if  you  can  possibly  attend  one  of  our  COLLECTOR 
programs  I'll  guarantee  you  that  you'll  be  hooked  for  life!  Thanks,  John  -  you  did  a 
heck  of  a  job  and  you  should  be  proud  of  yourself! 

MORE  Collectors  Needed  To  Speak... 

The  recent  Society  programs  in  Charlotte  and  Long  Beach  have  proved  that  COLLECTORS 
really  know  how  to  put  on  a  show!  However,  that  doesn't  do  us  any  good  if  more  of  you  do 
not  come  forward  to  SHARE  your  ideas  and  experiences!  With  this  in  mind,  please  drop  a 
note  to  Program  Chairperson,  Valerie  Olander  (LM-10,  MN)  at  P.0.  Box  35313,  Minneapolis, 
MN  55435  informing  her  of  your  desire  to  speak!  Val  will  do  her  best  to  set  up  a  time 
and  place  convenient  to  you! 

Dr.  King  -  One  Of  Our  Society's  Best  Friends!... 

Personally,  I  think  it  is  time  to  pause  for  a  moment  and  extend  our  thanks  to  Dr.  Lyndon 
King,  Jr.  (R-84,  SD).  Of  all  the  pleasures  I  have  experienced  from  my  membership  in  our 
Society  one  of  the  best  will  always  be  remembered  as  the  day  I  finally  got  to  meet  Dr. 
King  -  on  a  formal  basis.  Prior  to  that,  I  had  seen  the  good  doctor  visiting  many  a 
major  show,  but  I  always  thought  he  was  an  undercover  security  guard  until  I  had  the 
good  fortune  to  meet  him  through  our  club.  As  time  progressed  I  quickly  realized  that 
Dr.  King  was  always  there  to  help  our  club  with  genuine  concern  and  care.  Thanks,  Lyndon 
-  I  don't  know  what  we'd  do  without  you! 

Earl  Stewart  Does  His  Part  For  Our  YN's... 

A  big  tip-of -the-hat  is  due  Earl  (R-599,  CT)  for  his  generous  donation  of  numismatic 
magazines  and  auction  catalogues  for  our  YN  Department!  I  received  a  call  from  Earl  who 
kindly  informed  me  that  a  strong  back  was  in  order  as  he  was  donating  a  treasure  trove 
of  publications  dating  back  to  the  1960's  for  our  YN's  use!  Unselfish  actions  like 
Earl's  goes  on  to  certify  our  interest  in  the  youth  program  and  I'm  sure  our  YN  officer, 
Beth  Messick,  will  put  them  to  good  use!  Earl,  thanks  for  the  help! 

Mike  Fuljenz  Provides  Articles... 

Due  to  technical  difficulties  beyond  my  control  (i.e.  I  forgot!),  the  last  issue  of  TCT 
neglected  to  pop  a  tip-of -the-hat  to  Mike  Fuljenz  (R-2,  LA)  for  forwarding  along  the 
articles  penned  by  the  Commemorative  students  at  the  ANA  seminar  he  conducted  last 
summer.  I  would  now  like  to  thank  Mike  for  making  a  point  of  reminding  me  to  mention 
this  fact  as  not  only  are  the  articles  good,  but  another  appears  in  this  issue! 

New  Membership  Total  -  1,029!... 

The  bad  news  is,  even  with  the  hard  work  of  our  recruiters,  we  are  down  129  members  from 
last  quarter!  However,  the  good  news  is,  because  of  the  hard  work  of  a  comparative 
handful  of  people,  we  are  still  over  a  1,000  strong!  Once  again,  a  mere  27  people  have 
pulled  us  out  of  the  fire!  Remember  -  we  have  to  expect  some  people  not  to  renew  their 
membership  each  year,  so  keep  signing  those  new  people  up!  So  double  remember  -  if  we 
want  to  win  the  membership  war,  we  got  to  keep  those  planes  fueled  AND  flying! 
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JOSEPH  BARNET 

•:  Brooklyn,  N*  Y.  Telephone  DEwey  9-5  544 

Subject  to  change  of  price  and  prior  sate. 
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(price  list  courtesy  of  Robert  A.  Hiett,  R-851,  IL) 


Top  Recruiters  For  This  Quarter  and  A  Half... 


As  you  might  have  guessed,  TCT  is  a 
quarter,  but  that's  what  you  get  when 
times  I  can't  believe  all  the  junk  I  have  to  do  and 
gets  done  at  all!  Well,  be  that  as  it  may,  here  is 
predators  since  the  last  newsletter... 


little  late  in  reaching  your  mailbox  again  this 
you  have  yours  truly  sitting  in  the  press  box.  At 

I  frequently  wonder  how  ANYTHING 
the  list  of  successful  Society 


10  or  more:  Charlie  Boyd/Bob  Colby  COIN  WORLD  Ad  (35),  Helen  &  Don  Carmody  (31)  Ray  & 
Jan  Mercer  (11),  and  Bob  Wilhite/KRAUSE-PUB  (11). 

5  to  9:  NONE  QUALIFIED. 

2  to  4:  Chip  Gambino  (2),  Brad  Karoleff  (2),  Ed  Mulhausen  (3),  and  Anthony  Swiatek  (2). 

ONE  NEW  MEMBER:  Larry  Abbott,  Robert  Ball,  Robert  E.  Bodine,  Eric  Carlson,  James 
DiGeorgia,  Jack  Ehrmantraut,  Jr.,  Louis  Fogelman,  Mike  Fuljenz,  FUN  Program  Ad,  Nick 
Grovich,  John  Hefferlin,  Wayne  Hummel,  David  W.  Hunt,  Jim  Iacovo,  Jack  Provost,  Ron 
Sjoberg,  and  Mrs.  J.  Blair  Waugh. 

Call  To  Glory  Honor  Roll... 

In  the  last  issue  of  TCT,  we  announced  Secretary,  Jan  Mercer's  (R-538,  CT)  "buy  a  page 
project"  and  V.P.,  Dr.  Bob  Colby's,  "collector's  recruitment  ad"  (more  on  that  in  a 
minute).  Needless  to  state,  the  results  were  impressive  to  the  point  that  Treasurer,  Jim 
Iacovo,  had  to  miss  one  of  his  favorite  "I  Love  Lucy"  episodes  in  order  to  correctly 
fill  out  our  club's  bank  deposit  ticket! 

Just  to  refresh  Jimmy's  memory  -  I  would  now  like  to  inform  him  that  -  yes,  Lucy  DID  eat 
all  those  marshmallows  before  the  fire  alarm  went  off  and  Ricky  was  able  to  successfully 
complete  his  act  without  the  bongo  drums!  And  to  top  it  all  off,  Fred  and  Ethel  did 
manage  to  get  most  of  the  glue  off  in  time  to  catch  the  third  act  although  they  were 
still  covered  with  feathers.  But  no,  Robert  Taylor  never  did  find  a  way  of  getting  out 
of  the  closet  unnoticed  -  even  with  the  aid  of  Ricky's  missing  bongo  drums!  How  the 
mouse  got  into  the  seltzer  bottle  was  never  fully  explained  either!  Well,  as  one  guy 
likes  to  say  -  What  a  country! 

Let's  all  give  a  big  round  of  applause  to  those  generous  souls  who  have  financially 
helped  us  through  another  quarter... 

$100+:  Robert  Ball,  Charlie  Boyd,  Helen  Sc  Don  Carmody,  Dr.  Bob  Colby,  Jim  Iacovo,  Mike 
Garofalo,  Dr.  Lyndon  King,  Jr.,  Sam  Lopresto,  Jan  Sc  Ray  Mercer,  Steve  Sc  Kathy  Ryan,  Bill 
Shamhart,  Sheldon  D.  Siegel,  and  Jim  Whelan 

$50-74.99:  Charles  Cataldo,  Jr.,  Ron  Colby,  Tim  Gabriel,  Charles  D.  Horning,  Jim  Iacovo, 
and  Richard  L.  Vaught 

$25-49.99:  Tom  Best,  Tim  Coffey,  Bill  Fivaz,  Chris  Johnson,  Richard  J.  Kolodziej ,  David 
Niemeyer,  John  T.  Tinney. 

$l-$24.99:  Richie  Scott,  and  Andrew  N.  Seminerio 


Collectors  Helping  Collectors  (No  Dealers  Allowed)  Ad  Project... 

As  of  press  time,  we  have  had  ten  collectors  respond  to  V.P.  Bob  Colby's  ad  project!! 
What  this  means  is  that  we  are  in  possession  of  10  mug-shots  and  have  raised  a  grand 
total  of  $350  for  a  Society  ad  that  will  feature  collectors  urging  their  fellow 
collectors  to  join  our  club.  Personally,  I  wish  I  could  participate  as  10  people  really 
aren't  enough  to  get  the  point  artfully  across!  Therefore,  if  some  more  of  you  could 
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possibly  find  it  in  your  hearts  to  send  $35  and  your  mug-shot  in  -  I  will  be  happy  to 
write  the  ad  copy  and  Jan  will  be  happy  to  set  it  up!  This  will  be  our  small 
contribution  to  Vice  President  Bob  Colby's  great  idea! 

Ideally,  an  ad  featuring  20  or  30  COLLECTORS  would  have  a  good  influence  on  the  rest  of 
the  numismatic  public!  It  would  alert  them  to  the  fact  that  collectors  really  care  about 
each  other,  our  club  is  a  symbol  of  this  sincere  desire,  you  are  really  interested  in 
promoting  EDUCATION,  alert  people  to  the  fact  that  collectors  are  becoming  united,  and 
that  Bob  Colby  and  9  others  are  NOT  the  only  collectors  in  our  club  willing  to  step  out 
and  take  a  public  stand  on  the  issue. 

Therefore,  let  it  be  known  that  Jan  is  willing  to  work  with  almost  any  type  of  photo  - 

not  just  the  passport  kind  -  if  that's  what  it  is  going  to  take  to  launch  this  ad 

successfully.  We  only  mentioned  "passport  type"  in  the  last  issue  of  TCT  because  we 

wanted  to  convey  the  idea  of  a  "head  &  shoulders"  shot  (i.e.  bust),  but  this  does  NOT 

necessitate  you  going  to  the  trouble/expense  of  getting  a  real  passport  or  professional 
type  of  photo.  Borrow  somebody's  Polaroid  or  Brownie  as  almost  ANYTHING  recognizable  in 
regards  to  basic  humanity  will  do  -  color  shots  are  fine  too!  Each  caption  will  be 

incredibly  simple  -  i.e.  "Bill  Fivaz,  Candy  Bar  Salesman,  GA"  -  and  the  conceptual 
thrust  of  the  ad  will  be  towards  your  overall  unity  in  reaching  out  to  help  others! 

The  target  date  for  running  this  ad  in  NUMISMATIC  NEWS  is  the  middle  of  May.  With  this 

in  mind,  send  your  photo  and  $35  to  Jan  Mercer,  Secretary,  PennyWeights,  151  Elm  Street, 
New  Canaan,  CT  06840.  Thanks  -  you  won't  regret  it! 

Auction  Action  Hooks  The  Society  750  Clams... 

Here's  a  hot  flash  guaranteed  to  sizzle  your  imagination!  Our  last  Society  Mail  bid 
(held  at  the  F.U.N.  Convention  in  January)  experienced  wild  success!  Lot  //I  -  the 
special  copy  of  A  BUYER'S  GUIDE  TO  THE  GRADING  &  MINTING  CHARACTERISTICS  OF  UNITED 
STATES  COMMEMORATIVE  COINS  by  Ray  Mercer  -  was  captured  for  $60  by  Robert  Magee  (R-747, 
LA),  Lot  //2  -  the  Stone  Mountain  Memorial  Souvenir  -  was  also  hammered  down  to  Mr.  Magee 

for  $50  -  Lot  // 3  -  the  Sesqui  Medal  -  was  pounced  on  by  our  very  own  Dr.  Lyndon  King, 

Jr.  (R-84,  SD)  for  $30,  Lot  // 4  -  the  Columbian  Expo  Badge  -  fetched  $160  from  Dr.  King, 

and  last,  but  certainly  not  least  -  Lot  // 5  -  the  Sesqui  Bank  -  finally  realized  a 

whopping  $450  by  Dr.  King  amongst  spirited  mail  bidding!!! 

A  BIG  Thanks  To  Our  Generous  Auction  Donors!... 

However,  I  would  feel  compelled  to  install  a  heavy  duty  air  conditioner  in  my  coffin  if 
I  failed  to  thank  the  kind  donors  who  made  this  $750  Society  windfall  possible! 
Therefore,  a  BIG  salute  is  due...  Jim  Iacovo  (R-5,  CT  -  Lot  // 1),  Mike  Garofalo  (LM-23, 
NH  -  Lot  // 2  &  // 5),  Tim  Gabriel  (LM-24,  PA  -  Lot  // 3),  and  Steve  Sc  Kathy  Ryan  (R-628  Sc 
R-708 ,  IL  -  Lot  //4 ) !  THANK  YOU,  people!!! 

More  Hot  Auction  Action  In  This  Issue... 

Located  in  this  edition  of  TCT  is  yet  another  startling  offering  of  fresh  and  appealing 
auction  material!!  Since  this  one  will  be  going  off  on  Saturday,  May  9th,  at  the  Central 
States  Show  -  send  your  bid  in  today! ! ! 

We  Are  Looking  For  Some  More  Good  Officers  -  How  About  YOU?... 

Although  the  pay  is  not  too  good  (in  fact,  it's  nonexistent),  your  Society  is  looking 
for  nominations  for  all  eight  administrative  offices  for  the  upcoming  club  year 
1987-1988!  This  includes  President,  Vice  President,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  Program 
Chairperson,  Publicity  Chairperson,  YN  Rep,  and  the  ever  popular  position  of  Newsletter 

Editor ! 
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PLEASE.  If  you  would  like  to  contribute  to  the  cause  in  a  meaningful  way  and  not  just 
waste  ink  on  a  letterhead  -  send  in  your  name  for  an  office!  Want  to  pass  the  buck?  No 
problem  -  please  feel  free  to  write  in  somebody  who  you  think  will  do  a  good  job!  We 
want  people  who  are  willing  to  WORK  and  have  good  ideas/projects  to  be  shared  by  all! 

HELP!  -  Your  Editor  Needs  A  Rest!... 


Needless  to  state,  although  it  is  no  longer  unusual  for  7  or  8  people  to  run  for  V.P. 
during  a  Society  election,  the  job  of  Editor  does  NOT  customarily  attract  a  legion  of 
eager  office  seekers!  However,  this  upcoming  club  election  will  have  to  be  different  as 
yours  truly  is  -  (1.)  tired,  (2.)  confronted  with  another  important  project  that  should 
take  me  about  a  year  to  complete,  and  (3.)  oh  yes,  just  plain  exhausted,  or  did  I 
already  mention  that?  Really,  it's  been  fun,  but  I  desperately  need  a  break  -  so  please 
run  for  Editor  and  help  your  club  out! 

Therefore,  I  will  NOT  be  seeking  ANY  office  and  plan  to  take  a  small  break  after  3  years 
of  rowing  our  flagship  upstream.  Fortunately,  our  membership  now  contains  over  a  1,000 
people  strong,  the  club  is  running  smoothly,  and  I  know  there  are  quite  a  few  souls* out 
there  with  the  skills  to  perform  the  task  at  hand.  Of  course,  both  Jan  &  I  will  be  happy 
to  help  ANYONE  with  this  transition,  so  start  those  nominations  for  EDITOR  rolling  in! 
Believe  it  or  not,  if  you've  had  a  good  night's  sleep  during  the  last  year  or  two  -  this 
job  is  really  fun!  And  while  we  are  on  the  subject  (cont'd  on  Page  12)... 


OREGON  TRAIL  HALF  DOLLARS 

This  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful,  artistically 
designed,  and  well  struck  coins  of  the  entire 
series.  It  was  struck  to  commemorate  the 
Oregon  Trail. 

This  issue  also  marks  the  beginning  of  the 
deluge  of  varieties,  mint  marks,  etc.,  of  the 
commemorative  issues. 

In  1926,  according  to  Mint  Reports,  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint,  98,030  specimens  were 
struck.  At  the  San  Francisco  Mint  100,000  of 
the  coins  were  struck. 

The  number  actually  distributed  or  sold  at 
$1.00  each  is  not  known: — For  in  1927  I  was 
invited  to  make  an  offer  on  quite  a  large 
quantity  of  the  coins  still  on  hand,  but  I  ao 
not  recall  whether  the  coins  were  then  struck 
or  whether  they  were  available  to  be  struck. 
That  was  before  the  day  of  small  issues  and  I 
was  not  smart  enough  "to  invent  the  idea"; 
However  the  idea  was  invented  by  someone 
else,  and  in  1928  another  issue  of  these  half 
dollars  appeared  —  all  struck  at  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint. 

According  to  Mint  Reports,  50,028  of  the  coins  were  struck  in 
that  year  (1928)  and  that  42,000  were  remelted — leaving  a 
balance  of  8,028  that  were  sold. 

Then  in  1933  another  quantity  of  the  Oregon  Trail  Half  Dollars 
appeared.  These  were  all  struck  at  the  Denver  Mint  and  only 
6,000  were  struck.  They  were  sold  at  a  nominal  sum,  I  think, 
that  of  $1.00  or  $1.50  each,  but  of  course  now,  naturally,  are 
very  scarce  (selling  up  to  $10.00  each). 
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OREGON  TRAIL  HALF  DOLLARS— Continued 

As  a  6,000  issue  is  not  large,  it  was  readily 
absorbed  by  collectors  and  then,  lo  and  be¬ 
hold,  in  1934  another  quantity  of  7,000  pieces 
were  struck. 

Apparently  it  took  a  couple  of  years  to  dis¬ 
pose  of  those — 

SO — in 

1936  another  quantity  was  struck  both  at  Philadelphia  and 
San  Francisco  Mints.  10,006  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  and  only 
5,006  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint.  All  of  these  were  originally 
placed  on  the  market  at  less  than  $2.00  each.  The  1936  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  coin  is  now  retailing  at  $5.00  and  the  San  Francisco 
Mint  at  $10.00 

Where  this  thing  will  stop?  I  don't  know. 


1927— BENNINGTON,  VT.,  HALF  DOLLAR 

This  finely  designed  and  struck  commemo¬ 
rative  half  dollar  was  issued  to  commemorate 
the  One  Hundred  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the 
Battle  of  Bennington. 

The  portrait  is  that  of  Ira  Allen.  Reverse  is 
that  of  a  panther  or  mountain  lion. 

The  Mint  Reports  that  40,034  were  struck,  of 
which  number  28,142  were  sold  at  $1.03  each, 
and  the  balance  of  11,892  were  returned  to  the 
Mint  to  be  melted. 

This  coin  is  now  entering  in  the  very  scarce 
class. 
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New  Secretary  Needed  For  Club  Year  1987-1988.... 


Needless  to  state,  my  charming  wife,  Jan,  BOTH  Secretary  and  Graphics  Consultant, 
requires  a  well  deserved  rest  from  active  duty  too!!  This  feeling  was  also  expressed  by 
Helen  Carmodv  and  frankly,  I  don't  know  how  she  has  lasted  this  long  without  a  break 
either!  Therefore  both  Helen  and  Jan  will  NOT  be  seeking  office  for  club  year  1987-1988. 
I  guess  what  it  boils  down  to  is  that  we  are  ALL  human  -  although  I've  frequently 
doubted  that  about  myself  for  many  years  now.  Hey,  we  NEED,  both  physically  and 
mentally,  a  REST  and  one  year  should  about  do  it!  Of  course,  both  Helen  and  Jan  will  be 
glad  to  do  their  part  with  the  new  Secretary's  transition,  so  it's  time  to  stand  up  and 
be  counted  -  or  take  one  step  forward  as  they  said  when  I  entered  the  Army. 

All  Society  Nominations  Must  Be  POSTMARKED  By  May  15th! . . . 


Included  with  this  newsletter  is  an  official  Society  nomination  form,  please  take  the 
time  to  consider  it  carefully  and  nominate  yourself  and/or  others  for  whatever  office 
you  think  best.  Of  course,  there  is  no  need  to  fill  in  EVERY  position,  but  ALL 
suggestions  are  welcome.  Simply  nominate  a  MEMBER  in  good  standing,  sign  the  form,  and 
we  will  contact  all  the  nominees  and  do  the  rest.  All  you  have  to  do  is  take  the  time  to 
mail  the  form  in!  All  nominations  must  be  postmarked  no  later  than  May  15th,  1987 

back-dated  metered  mail  doesn't  count,  so  start  cracking!  COLLECTORS  welcome!!!!! 


■>*<•  >*C  >•< 


Letters  To  The  Eel  ±  t  o  r~ 


*  *  * 


I  would  like  to  thank  those  of  you  who  write  your  Editor  for  your  kind  patience!  Due  to 
the  printing  schedule  of  this  newsletter,  there  are  often  lengthy  lapses  of  time  between 
the  moment  you  drop  your  thoughts  into  the  mailbox  and  the  actual  keypunching  of  your 
ideas!  Just  look  at  it  as  tossing  a  message  in  a  bottle  into  the  ocean  -  but  in  this 
case  you're  batting  a  100%!  Believe  it  or  not,  ALL  letters,  notes,  and  threatening 
messages  are  welcome  and  if  your  thoughts,  due  to  space  or  time,  CANNOT  be  printed  in 
this  newsletter  I  will  always  strive  to  answer  you  in  person!  Therefore,  every  Letter  To 
The  Editor  gets  a  response!  It's  not  like  writing  the  phone  company  or  your 
congressman!  So  without  any  further  editorial  fill  -  let's  go  to  the  video  tape  and  our 
f irst  letter . . . 

Who ' s  On  F irst? . . . 

Today  I  received  the  Fall,  1986  TCT  with  curious  expectations  of  what  I'd  find  within 
its  pages.  Upon  reading  page  32  ("Obverse  Or  Reverse?"  by  Mike  Fuljenz),  I  went  to  my 
bookshelf  to  look  at  pages  325-354  in  the  Swiatek  and  Breen,  THE  ENCYCLOPEDIA  OF  UNITED 
STATES  SILVER  AND  GOLD  COMMEMORATIVE  COINS  -  1892  TO  1954. 

I  looked  at  the  Commemorat ives  deserving  attention  as  stated  by  Mike  Fuljenz  and  agreed 
with  his  examples  one  through  zip.  Upon  looking  at  the  Wisconsin  as  well  as  the  York 
commemorat ives  -  the  obverse  and  reverse  left  me  with  questions.  Was  there  a  mistake  in 
the  Swiatek  &  Breen  book  on  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  the  Wisconsin  and  York 
commemorat ives? 

Please  let  us  clear  this  matter  of  obverse  and  reverse  sides  of  the  U.S. 
Commemorat ives ,  FOREVER,  and  go  on  record  doing  so  AS  A  SOCIETY!  My  recommendation  is 
to  print  in  TCT  the  ABSOLUTE  obverse  and  reverse  sides  for  all  U.S.  Commemorat ives 
1892-1954.  What  is  the  TRUTH  of  all  obverse  and  reverse  sides  of  the  U.S.  Commemorat ives 

1892-1954? 

Can  there  really  be  a  difference  of  opinion  concerning  obverse  and  reverse  sides?  Is 
this  going  to  be  like  grading...  an  art? 

Robert  J.  Fleishman,  Jr.,  R-611,  PA. 
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EDITOR'S  REPLY:  First  of  all,  Robert,  thank  you  for  taking  the  time  to  send  your  feelings  along  as  we  are 
always  interested  in  hearing  from  our  membership!  Unfortunately,  as  of  this  moment,  I  really  don't  know  how  we 
can  quickly  comply  with  your  demands.  After  17  active  years  as  a  professional  dealer  I  have  learned  to  be  very 

leery  of  the  words  ''forever''  and  "absolute"  when  applied  to  the  world  of  coins.  As  you  are  just  starting  to 

understand,  just  like  the  rest  of  life,  numismatics  is  far  from  a  consistent  "black  or  white"  affair. 
Therefore,  please  allow  me  to  share  with  everyone  for  a  moment  the  scholarly  aspects  of  the  hobby.  Robert's 

current  observation  is  something  that  may  be  applied  to  MANY  aspects  of  numismatics  and  he  raises  a  very  valid 
point! . . . 


As  I'm  sure  you  all  realize,  "numismatics"  translates  to  "the  study  of  coins,  money,  medals,  etc."  Those  of  us 
involved  in  the  publishing  end  of  the  spectrum  (i.e.  people  who  actually  write  about  coins  and  the  marketplace) 
perform  our  labors  in  order  to  SHARE  our  insights  and  knowledge.  However,  I  know  of  NOT  ONE  author  who 
writes/publishes  "absolutes."  There  is  a  simple  reason  for  this  -  regardless  if  the  surrounding  numismatic 
community  considers  a  soul  to  be  an  "expert"  or  a  "novice"  -  we  ALL  have  one  BASIC  thing  in  common!  When  you 
come  right  down  to  it,  we  are  ALL  simply  "students  of  numismatics"  -  nothing  more  and  nothing  less.  To  lose 
sight  of  this  essential  state  of  being  is  only  flirting  with  frustration  and  ultimately  -  intellectual 
disaster. 


As  you  may  or  may  not  know,  besides  being  Editor  of  this  newsletter  and  just  recently  publishing  a  volume  on 
the  subject  of  U.S.  Silver  Commemoratives ,  I  am  also  Co- Editor  of  a  commercial  newsletter.  During  the  course  of 
a  year,  this  publication  produces  an  average  of  160  pages  of  information.  Add  to  this  some  of  my  personal,  in 
depth,  numismatic  correspondence  and  non-numismatic  literary  endeavors  (I  also  write  fiction)  -  and  you  have  an 
average  of  600+  pages  of  text  each  year.  So  with  this  in  mind,  it  may  interest  you  to  note  that  NEVER  ONCE  have 
I  been  "happy"  the  instant  after  my  literary  ponderings  have  left  my  hands  to  go  to  a  printer,  publisher,  or 
mailbox! 

Why?  Because  there  is  ALWAYS  something  wrong  with  my  text  or  something  I  forgot  to  add!  Therefore,  in 
numismatics,  just  as  in  the  real  world,  we  cannot  logically  expect  ANY  reference,  article,  or  letter  to  contain 
the  infamous  "absolutes."  So,  what's  the  whole  point  of  my  ponderings?  Let's  look  at  it  this  way  -  whenever  you 
read  ANYTHING  try  to  regard  it  as  a  term  paper  penned  by  a  fellow  student  in  life!  YOUR  JOB  is  to  then  take  it 
from  there  -  learn,  modify,  and  benefit  by  it  -  not  get  angry  by  it! 

In  the  case  of  Anthony  &  Breen's  great,  historical  reference  on  U.S.  Commemoratives  -  like  all  good  books  -  it 
must  be  considered  as  a  map  and  compass  -  not  the  ultimate  destination.  The  tremendous  amount  of  work, 
knowledge,  and  time  woven  throughout  the  360+  pages  of  this  text  were  not  meticulously  performed  to  conjure  up 
"absolutes."  On  the  contrary,  the  book  is  an  artful  "study"  -  a  base  for  you  to  EXPAND  your  own  personal 
knowledge  from.  Mike  Fuljenz's  6  paragraph  observation  upon  a  360  page  study  was  simply  the  act  of  attempting 
to  move  the  needle  of  this  compass  over  1/100  of  a  degree  as  you  can  still  miss  the  front  door  of  your 
destination  by  a  couple  of  inches  -  especially  when  your  starting  point  begins  a  1,000  miles  away! 

Actually,  this  is  what  our  Society  is  all  about  -  the  exchange  of  insights,  ideas,  and  knowledge  to  help  you 
reach  YOUR  OWN  PERSONAL  destination!  However,  it  is  not  the  same  for  everyone,  so  the  information  offered  is 
naturally  in  a  constant  state  of  flux.  Through  this  club  we  are  attempting  to  fine  tune  our  UNDERSTANDING  and 
constant  modification  is  an  essential  part  of  the  process. 

Therefore,  as  a  "Society"  I  guess  we  have  already  made  a  number  of  stands  on  the  "correct"  obverses  and 
reverses  of  U.S.  Commemoratives.  Mike  Fuljenz  and  Anthony  Swiatek  have  expressed  their  personal  ideas  and  they 
are  BOTH  members.  As  Editor,  it  is  my  job  to  print  modifications  to  both  major  and  minor  texts  on  the  subject 
of  Commemoratives.  As  far  as  publishing  the  "absolute"  definitions  of  the  obverses  and  reverses,  as  Editor  (and 
since  it  is  not  my  personal  interest/project),  I  will  be  happy  to  comply  and  print  any/all  current  "absolutes" 
that  are  submitted. 

However,  as  always,  there  is  no  one  person  listed  on  our  membership  rolls  as  "Mr.  Society,"  so  it  is  now  up  to 
those  STUDENTS  among  us  who  are  interested  in  the  subject  to  study,  explore,  write,  and  submit  their  findings. 
Incidentally,  ALL  STUDENTS  ARE  WELCOME!  These  students  can  be  Mike  Fuljenz,  Anthony  Swiatek,  Robert  Fleishman, 
or  you  -  but  what's  really  important  will  be  their  willingness  to  actually  perform  the  work  and  share  in  their 
ideas.  Hence,  what  it  all  boils  down  to  is  the  exchange  of  ideas  is  really  what  keeps  the  mind  alive  and  that's 
the  only  absolute  that  I've  ever  been  sure  about.  So  why  not  start  an  article  for  TCT  today?  It  can  be  about 
ANYTHING  -  even  absolutes! 
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Back  Issue  Dilemma  -  SOLVED! . . . 


As  a  recent  new  member  to  the  Society  I  must  first  say  that  I  am  impressed  by  the 
content  and  professionalism  of  "our"  newsletter.  Further,  if  I  had  had  the  good  sense  to 
attend  your  formative  meeting  while  at  the  '83  ANA  in  San  Diego,  I  would  not  find  myself 
in  my  present  position,  i.e.;  hoping  that  this  letter  and  accompanying  check  reaches  you 
in  time  to  acquire  the  back  issues  I  need  as  a  result  of  my  1983  "T.I.A."  above 
(Transient  Ischemic  Attack). 


Anyway,  I  need  the  WINTER,  1985  &  SPRING,  1986  issues  and 
each  plus  a  little  extra  as  a  donation  (read,  bribe?)  to 
issue  donation  to  mail  bid  auction  doesn't  materialize, 
raise  money  while  at  the  same  time  making  new  members,  such 


have  included  payments  of  $4 
the  club.  If  the  earlier  back 
perhaps  XEROXED  copies  would 
as  myself,  happy? 


Jim  Dalzell,  R-1181,  CA. 


EDITOR'S  REPLY:  Jim,  thanks  for  the  great  idea!  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  have  brought  your  request  for  XEROXING 
old  issues  of  TCT  and  its  forerunner,  "THE  COMMEMORATIVE  HOT  LINE"  up  before  our  Graphics  Consultant  (Jan!), 
Helen,  and  Treasurer  Jim  and  we  all  think  it's  a  workable  idea.  However,  everyone,  PLEASE,  no  orders  as  of 
yet! ! !  We  need  time  to  devise  a  smooth  ordering,  mailing,  copying,  and  shipping  system  BEFORE  we  are  attacked 
with  several  100  requests!  Unfortunately,  the  original  attempts  at  constructing  a  Society  newsletter  were  all 
XEROX  copies  to  begin  with,  so  we  may  have  some  trouble  producing  good  copies  from  copies! 


However,  hope  springs  eternal,  and  we  are  currently  working  on  mailing  out  an  official  order  form  for  XEROX 
copies  of  the  old  newsletters.  What  we  need  is  someone,  other  than  our  current,  overworked,  clerical  troops, 
who  has  easy  access  to  a  GOOD  copying  machine,  plenty  of  time  to  process  orders,  and  the  willingness  to  perform 
the  job!  If  any  of  you  would  like  to  volunteer  for  ACTIVE  duty  on  this  project  -  please  contact  us!  As  it  is 
now  -  there  are  NO  back  issues  of  TCT  available  for  sale!  Therefore,  this  project  would  be  a  deed  well  done  and 
worth  performing! 


Raw  Emotions . . . 

Dear  Venerable  Editor  and  fellow  members: 

Waiting  for  your  beautiful  coin  to  become  really  hot?  Might  not  be  too  long  before  you 
amazingly  discover  that  every  coin  dealer  in  the  country  wants  your  coin?  Why?  Because 
it  is  rare  and  beautiful?  No!  Because  it  is  "raw". 

Lately,  with  the  new  parallel  edition  to  a  popular  price  guide,  the  reader  can  readily 
see  that  certified  coins  are  selling  for  a  nice  mark-up  over  raw  (uncertified)  coins. 
The  premium  comes  not  from  guaranteeing  a  nicer  coin  over  the  raw  material  but  from  the 
certificate  tagged  onto  the  coin  by  a  group  of  experts  who  have  declared  it  to  be  a 
numerical  grade  which  insures  the  buyer  that  he  can  comfortably  pay  what  the  printed 
price  lists  state  is  the  current  market  price. 

So  dealers  are  scooping  up  all  the  raw  coins  they  can  buy  at  the  now  lower  prices, 
obtain  certification,  then  quickly  send  them  out  with  new  pedigrees  and  a  much  higher 
price  per  coin.  According  to  the  latest  edition  of  a  numismatic  paper's  editorial  on  the 
price  guide  sheet  page,  the  new  certified  coins  are  "the  wave  of  the  future"5'.  Raw  coins 
will  continue  to  drop  in  price  as  the  demand  for  certified  coins  increase,  since  who 
would  buy  a  coin  in  its  raw,  original  state?  Who  indeed! 

As  more  coins  are  encapsulated  the  supply  of  quality  raw  coins  in  their  natural  state 
will  shrink.  With  a  smaller  pool  to  fish  from,  raw  coins  will  become  in  short  supply  and 
the  dealer's  profits  will  shrink,  as  they  are  forced  to  replenish  their  stock  with 
higher  priced  certified  coins.  When  this  comes  to  pass,  the  demand  for  raw  coins  will  be 
bid  higher  as  dealers  try  to  obtain  fresh  material  to  certify.  Also,  as  time  passes,  and 
the  plastic  slabs  get  their  share  of  bourse  wear,  that  once  transparent  plastic  slab 

Page  14  of  this  issue  was  generously  donated  by  Pepper,  Pumpkin,  &  Baby  Mercer  (P-2,  P-3,  &  P-^,  CT) 


will  no  longer  allow  a  buyer  even  the  hope  of  seeing  the  precious  coin  inside.  But,  of 
course,  you  really  don't  need  to  see  the  coin,  that's  the  whole  idea.  You  can  now  buy 
coins  sight  unseen  and  be  guaranteed  of  the  grade.  But  trying  to  read  the  printing 
through  a  scratched  up  slab  may,  however,  take  a  5x  loupe  to  decipher  the  grade  so  you 
will  know  how  much  to  pay. 

Along  about  this  time  a  new  service  will,  for  a  small  fee  of  course,  be  offered  by  the 
original  certification  company.  This  new  service  will  re-entomb  these  over-traded  coins 
in  a  new  plastic  slab  so  it  won't  be  so  hard  to  read  the  grading  to  determine  the  asking 
price . 

But  what  of  your  still  raw  coins  languishing  in  their  natural  state  of  creation?  Well, 
to  me,  there  is  nothing,  well  almost,  better  than  holding  a  beautiful  bare  coin,  tilting 
it  first  one  way  and  then  another,  and  allowing  the  light  to  coruscate  off  the  original 
surface  and  patina.  I'm  sure  that  when  one,  who  truly  enjoys  coins  as  beautiful  pieces 
of  art  and  history,  tries  to  view  their  coins  through  all  that  plastic,  they  will  in 
desperation  crack  open  that  eternally  sealed  slab  and  liberate  their  little  treasures, 
so  that  they  can  be  appreciated  for  what  they  really  are,  a  part  of  their  collection. 

However,  some  others  may,  on  the  other  hand,  be  more  secure  in  the  knowledge  that  as 
long  as  they  preserve  their  coins  in  the  plastic  security  blanket,  when  they  decide  to 
sell  the  coins,  dealers  will  line  up,  no  questions  -  no  hassle,  to  buy  their  coins  for 
the  price  indicated  by  grade  assignment.  Yet,  I  wonder  if  those  dealers  will  really  buy 
back  the  coins  at  the  price  listed  that  adjoins  the  ask  price.  What  if  the  dealer  or 
many  dealers  just  happened  to  be  overstocked  at  the  time,  or  perhaps,  a  bit  short  of 
cash?  Did  I  miss  a  guarantee  of  sale? 

The  dealers,  being  for  the  most  part,  astute  business  persons,  when  offered  a  certified 
coin  in  one  hand  or  a  really  beautiful  raw  coin  on  the  other,  which  will  they  invest 
there  money  in?  (Editor's  note:  the  cheaper  one!)  I  know  which  coin  I  would  buy,  but 
then,  I'm  hopelessly  a  long  term,  basic  coin  nut.  So  when  I  read  in  the  recent  coin 
editorials  about  how  the  bulls  are  stampeding  in  the  coin  commodity  market  over 
certified  coins  and  raw  coins  are  slowly  sinking  south  on  the  price  charts,  all  I  see  is 
a  blurry  rush  of  bull. 

''Numismatic  News,  Nov,  18,  1986,  pg.  25 
Patricia  E.  Davis,  R-133,  CA 

EDITOR'S  REPLY:  As  an  officer/dealer  in  the  Society,  a  non-profit,  non-commercial,  club  -  I  am  only  going  to 

say  -  "Patricia,  thanks  for  posting  your  thoughts  along!"  How's  that  for  a  sudden  lack  of  editorial  fill? 


HARTFCSD  NATIONAL  BANK 
AND  TRUST  CO. 
HARTFORD.  CONNECTICUT 
ESTABLISHED  !?«£ 


Here’s  an  illustration  of  a  Connecticut  issue  box  courtesy  of  Helen  &  Don  Carmody  ( R - /  & 
R-8,  CA).  Does  anyone  have  the  type  with  the  slit? 
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VcVcVc  |-hK  PKESIDKNTIAI,  DEPARTMENT 

by  Helen  L.  Carmody,  President,  R-7,  CA 

As  the  deadline  has  arrived  for  me  to  submit  my  Presidential  Depart¬ 
ment  for  this  issue  of  THE  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL,  I  find  myself  liter¬ 
ally  perplexed  with  what  I  should  choose  for  its  contents.  Most  of  us 
iexcept  those  who  will  definitely  be  rewarded  with  sainthood!)  have  a 
tendency  to  express  our  complaints  rather  than  our  compliments  -  be 
they  with  respect  to  another  individual,  our  family,  an  instance,  or 

even  an  entire  organization.  My  feeling  is  to  use  my  allotted  space  as  a  medium  to  im¬ 
plore  each  of  you  to  work  a  little  harder  for  the  benefit  of  the  Society. 


Our  club  has  seen  impressive  growth  since  its  formation.  However,  as  I  sit  at  my  desk,  I 
wonder,  "Where  are  the  new  members  from  all  those  other  individuals  whose  names  never 
appear  in  the  listing  of  recruiters?"  Looking  at  the  last  issue  of  TCT,  I  see 
thirty-four  instances  where  members'  efforts  have  increased  our  ranks.  I  truly  am  amazed 
that  each  person  -  be  he/she  a  collector,  investor,  and/or  dealer  -  cannot  recruit  AT 
LEAST  one  new  member.  To  be  sure,  our  yearly  dues  are  minimal;  I  sincerely  feel  that 
just  one  issue  of  our  newsletter  is  alone  worth  the  cost. 


Although  our  publication  is  geared  to  appeal  to  those  interested  in  Commemoratives ,  I 
believe  its  contents  should  appeal  to  anyone  concerned  with  numismatics  and,  especially, 
education  relating  to  the  hobby.  There  are  very  few  of  us  so  isolated  that  we  never 
encounter  another  individual  interested  in  coins  and  our  club's  newsletter  could  just  be 
that  needed  spark  to  encourage  a  fellow  numismatist  into  collecting  Commemoratives!  Why 
not  share  this  newsletter  and  make  every  effort  to  recruit  the  next  person  you  meet  who 
displays  an  enthusiasm  in  numismatics? 

I  know  everyone  has  trouble  budgeting  his  or  her  time;  I  know  I  do!  However,  despite  the 
volume  of  TCT's  pages  (we  try  to  give  you  the  most  for  your  money!),  everything  is 
written,  hopefully,  is  of  interest  to  someone  and  should  be  considered  when  time 
permits.  Even  the  officers'  departments  are  included  for  a  reason.  Frankly,  all  of  us 
would  prefer  to  be  talking  with  you  individually  instead  of  putting  our  thoughts  into 
sometime-less-than  eloquent  words.  However,  this  is  the  only  way  we  have  to  reach  the 
majority  of  our  national  membership,  and  the  subjects  of  our  departments  are  usually 
topics  falling  within  the  realm  of  our  responsibilities  pertaining  to  our  particular 
offices . 


I  wonder  how  many  collectors  neglected  to  note  Vice  President,  Bob  Colby's,  request  (pg. 
19,  Fall,  1986,  TCT)  for  response  to  the  collectors'  ad  project  and  how  many  more  have 
forgotten  to  do  something  about  it?  Although  dealers  represent  the  majority  of  our 
officers,  their  predominance  has  not  been  by  choice.  (Editor's  note  -  you  can  say  that 
again!)  We'd  like  to  see  more  active  participation  by  collectors  in  every  area  of  the 
organization.  Please  keep  that  fact  in  mind  as  nominations  are  solicited  for  the  1987-88 
slate  of  officers.  The  Society  can  become  more  formidable  only  by  the  increased  sharing 
of  ALL  its  members'  time  and  abilities. 

I  also  wish  to  stress  the  need  for  additional  support  on  the  part  of  dealers.  We'd 
appreciate  each  member  dealer  making  membership  forms  available  to  clients  and 
encouraging  them  to  join  the  Society.  Additionally,  those  dealers  who  also  write 
commercial  newsletters  would  perform  a  great  service  by  mentioning  our  organization  and 
the  advantages  of  membership  in  their  publications. 

Thus  far  this  year  our  meetings  have  featured  "new  faces"  on  our  speakers'  list,  and  our 
Program  Chairperson,  Valerie  Olander,  has  been  performing  a  fine  job  in  providing  fresh 
programs.  How  many  more  of  you  would  like  to  share  your  knowledge  and  collecting 
experiences  with  fellow  members? 
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In  closing,  ALL  OF  US  CAN  DO  BETTER.  Our  results  will  depend  on  the  time  and  effort  we 
elect  to  expend  in  strengthening  our  Society.  We  have  accomplished  so  much.  Let  us  work 
together  for  more  positive  growth  and  development. 


******  From  Tine  Office  Of  Xfoet  V  .  F»  - 

by  Dr.  Bob  Colby,  Vice  President,  R-94,  NY 

Revolution,  grading  problems  solved,  the  numismatic  market  in  general 
has  dropped  50%,  more  companies  are  being  sued,  ANACS  cannot  compete 
anymore,  many  dealers  are  in  trouble,  more  collectors/investors  have 
been  receiving  the  wrong  coins  (overgraded  or  overpriced),  and  specu¬ 
lators  are  leaving  the  world  of  numismatics.  These  are  just  some  of 
the  remarks  I  hear  as  I  travel  to  major  shows  all  over  the  country. 

BUT  wait  a  minute  -  I'm  a  consumer  and  I'm  having  a  good  time!  What's  it  all  about,  but 
more  importantly  -  how  does  all  this  relate  to  YOU  -  my  fellow  collectors/ investors? 

Are  we  really  in  trouble?  The  answer  is  "Yes  and  No"...  but  first  let  me  explain  "Yes." 
As  I  have  met  more  and  more  of  you  and  correspond  with  you  -  I  still  see  the  same 
picture.  The  collector  and  collector/investors  are  still  being  hurt  with  overgraded, 
overpriced  coins,  but  more  so  -  "The  WRONG  coins."  You  may  say,  "Why  is  this  constantly 
happening  to  us?  Why  hasn't  Bob  Colby  not  yet  met  or  spoken  to  any  of  our  members  who 
have  not,  at  one  time  or  another,  been  the  victim  of  overpriced  or  overgraded  coins?" 

As  recently  as  the  ANA  Midwinter  Convention  in  Charlotte,  why  does  a  Society  member  show 
me  20  commemorat ives  that  he  thinks  are  good  and  purchased  correctly  -  and  what  are 
these  20  coins  like?  All  overgraded,  overpriced,  but  worst  of  all  -  no  EYE  APPEAL! 
Unfortunately,  he  had  little  for  the  EDUCATED  mind  to  enjoy!  What  he  did  have  was  just 
a  bunch  of  meaningless  NUMERIC  numbers  -  MS-this  and  MS-that.  Maybe  that  was  all  he  was 
looking  for,  but  I  don't  think  so. 

Personally,  I  feel  I  have  the  correct  answer  to  "WHY"  this  fellow  was  in  trouble.  I  have 
said  it  many  times  and  I  will  repeat  it  here.  Unless  you  do  the  following... 

1.  Learn  what  natural  luster  is. 

2.  Learn  what  original  surfaces  are. 

3.  Learn  what  natural  eye  appeal  is  about. 

4.  Learn  how  to  USE  this  knowledge  when  looking  at  coins. 

5.  Learn  the  difference  between  a  coin's  MS-label,  eye  appeal,  and  actual  value. 

6.  Learn  to  acquire  and  LISTEN  to  the  right  advisor(s). 

7.  Attend  auctions  to  STUDY,  not  just  buy,  coins. 

8.  Attend  seminars. 

9.  Attend  conventions/shows. 

10.  FIND  a  "Commemorative  Buddy"  to  help  you... 

And  make  these  10  steps  YOUR  RULES! 

It  is  my  personal  opinion  without  these  10  rules  that  you  will  find  it  impossible  to 
become  a  truly  successful  collector  or  collector/ investor !  All  the  ANACS  papers,  PCGS 
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slabs,  and  other  crutches  will  eventually  mean  NOTHING  -  if  YOU  do  NOT  learn  on  your 
own!  These  things  CANNOT  fill  the  void  of  YOUR  OWN  RESPONSIBILITY  to  learn  about 
grading,  eye  appeal,  and  real  value.  If  you  are  afraid  to  confront  a  "raw  coin"  on  your 
own  -  you  have  a  problem  -  try  your  best  to  correct  it!  As  a  fellow  consumer,  you  can 
take  my  word  from  experience  -  there  is  no  "easy"  way  out  and  you  cannot  skip  the  hard 
work  involved  in  personal  education! 

personally  see  a  great  future  for  everybody  who  intelligently  and  realistically 
pursues  numismatics  -  especially  commemorat ives !  You  should  go  out  there...  have  fun, 
enjoyment,  and  excitement,  BUT  take  a  moment  to  EVALUATE  yourself!  If  you  are  making 
mistakes,  ignoring  rules  that  are  good  for  you,  then  ADMIT  IT!  This  is  the  first  step 
you  must  make  to  put  yourself  on  the  correct  road  to  numismatic  success. 

Let  me  just  explore  the  "No"  answer  -  we  are  NOT  in  trouble!  We,  who  are  members  of  the 
Commem  Society,  I  repeat,  are  in  an  unusual  position.  By  that  I  mean...  we  belong  to  a 
Society  that  is  dedicated  to  Education!  We  have  experienced  and  wonderful  experts  who 
will  spend  a  lot  of  time  with  you  answering  your  questions,  giving  you  expert  advice  and 
asking  nothing  in  return. 

As  you  know,  no  Officer  through  this  Society  is  supposed  to  commercially  promote 
themselves  or  other  firms  and  I  agree  with  that!  However,  I  am  in  a  unique  position.  I 
am  a  Collector,  Collector/Investor ,  and  I  have  the  privilege  of  personally  expressing  my 
opinions  from  the  consumer's  point  of  view.  I  have  nothing  to  promote  -  except  expanding 
your  own  personal  education! 

Therefore,  although  I  am  not  an  expert,  I  can  help  you  discover  some  of  the  answers  you 
are  looking  for!  I  can  help  you  learn  how  to  grade,  find  value,  and  discover  the 
understanding  needed  to  buy  coins.  All  you  have  to  do  is  contact  me  for  help,  but  please 
do  NOT  ask  me  for  "help"  if  all  you  are  really  interested  in  is  making  money  on  coins!!! 
Don't  waste  my  time  or  yours  -  I  can't  help  you!  However,  I  am  willing  to  work  very  hard 
to  help  you  LEARN  how  to  grade,  buy  coins,  and  make  as  few  mistakes  as  possible,  so  if 
you  think  I  can  help  you  in  this  way,  write  me  at... 

Dr.  Bob  Colby,  P.0.  Box  277,  Tappan,  NY  10983 

Since  I  am  a  collector/investor  -  I  can  use  this  Society  to  reach  out  and  help  you 
without  being  accused  of  commercial  or  personal  interest!  This  is  why  more  of  us  MUST 
run  for  office!  Collectors  must  learn  to  unite  and  help  ourselves  through  this 
organization!  If  we  get  together  as  fellow  collectors  and  compare  notes  -  it  will 
quickly  become  apparent  who  the  "good"  and  "bad"  dealers  are. 

Fortunately,  we  also  have  associated  with  our  Society  some  wonderful  Dealers  who  will 
educate  you  and  sell  you  coins  of  value.  Let's  face  it  -  you  have  to  find  out  who  they 
are,  but  you  won't  be  able  to  do  that  if  you  stay  isolated  or  at  home.  We  should  look  to 
each  OTHER  for  help  and  guidance.  We  should  share  with  each  other  our  experiences, 
insights,  mistakes,  good  moves,  and  in  short  -  help  each  person  obtain  our  collective 
knowledge!  Why  should  we  each  go  through  numismatic  life  as  a  group  of  unrelated  islands 
when  through  simple  communication  we  can  learn  so  much  as  a  whole?  Just  because  I  wasted 
money  in  the  beginning  of  my  numismatic  journey  -  it  doesn't  mean  EVERY  future 
collector,  collector/ investor  has  to  make  the  SAME  mistakes! 

I  do  not  profess  to  be  an  expert.  I  do  say  that  after  six  years  of  hard  work,  I  do  feel 
that  I  can  help  anybody  who  needs  advice.  I  feel  I  have  enough  experience  and 
Battlefield  Numismatic  Ribbons  to  offer  you  a  rewarding  Numismatic  Life.  The  opportunity 
is  there...  Come  to  Commem  Meetings...  Do  not  be  afraid  to  spend  money  flying  to 
Conventions...  Do  not  be  afraid  to  spend  money  learning,  reading  books,  taking  courses 
and  doing  anything  that  will  make  you  a  better  person.  Support  our  Society.  The  Society 
is  for  you  -  but  we  need  more  of  you  to  run  for  office!  That  way  we  can  truly  work  as  a 
team ! 
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Pennsylvania  State  Commission 


Senator  John  S.  Rice,  Chairman 
Dr.  Henry  W.  A.  Hanson 
Adjutant  General  Frederick  B.  Kerr 
Colonel  Victor  C.  Mather 
Hon.  William  S.  McLean 
Gerald  P.  O’Neill 
Hon.  William  A.  Schnader 
General  Edward  C.  Shannon 


Headquarters 

HOTEL  GETTYSBURG 

Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania 


Paul  L.  Roy 
Executive  Secretary 


Federal  Commission 
Hon.  George  H.  Dern,  Utah 

SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

Hon.  Hugh  L.  White 

COVERNOR  OF  MISSISSIPPI 

Hon.  Joseph  F.  Guffey 

U.  8.  SENATOR,  PENNSYLVANIA 

Hon.  Harry  L.  Haines 

CONGRESSMAN.  22ND  PENNSYLVANIA 

Hon.  Marvin  Jones 

CONGRESSMAN,  18TH  TEXAS 


Edgar  Pt  Crouse. 

514  East  201  St . , 

New  York  City,  N„  Y, 


Enclosed  please  find  two _  Gettysburg 

commemorative  coins  as  per  your  order. 

If  you  wish  additional  coins  please  notify 
us  at  once  and  enclose  remittance  at  the  rate  of 
$1.65  per  coin. 

Pennsylvania  State  Commission 
Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania 


Here  are  some  seldom  seen 
examples  of  Gettysburg 
paperwork  -  confirmation 
card  and  packing  invoice. 
The  letterhead  of  the  PA 
State  Commission  is  not 
only  impressive,  but 
highly  prized  for  its 
artistic  merit.  It's 
really  a  shame  more  of 
this  type  of  material 
wasn't  kept  as  it  adds 
a  new  meaning  to  any 
collection.  Courtesy  of 
Charlie  Boyd  (LM-19,  AL) 


Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania 

Dear  Sir : 

The  Pennsylvania  state  commission  will  handle  sale  and  distribution  of 
the  Gettysburg  commemorative  half-dollars. 

The  price  is  $1.65  per  coin.  We  do  not  have  order  blanks  and  there  will 
be  no  C.  O.  D.  shipments. 

The  commission  has  requested  20,000  coins  from  the  Philadelphia  mint, 
15,000  from  the  Denver  mint  and  15,000  from  the  San  Francisco  mint. 

We  will  deliver  coins  as  soon  as  they  are  minted  which  we  hope  will  be 
within  several  months.  We  are  accepting  orders. 

Pennsylvania  State  Commission, 


£ 


You  have  ordered. 

We  acknowledge  receipt  of  $ — 2! 


Paul  L.  Roy,  Executive  Secretary. 
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by  Valerie  V.  Olander,  Program  Chairperson,  LM-10,  MN. 

(.Editor's  note:  please  turn  to  page  43  for  a  special  message  from  Valerie!) 

>c  >c  S  c  h  ec  l  u  1  Of  Future  Meet  1  ri  s  >,<r  * 

CENTRAL  STATES  SHOW,  St.  Louis,  MO,  Cervantes  Covent  ion  Center  Room- 126,  Saturday,  May 
9th,  9:00AM  -  speaker:  collector  -  Tim  Coffey  and  "Buddy  System!" 

LONG  BEACH  EXPO,  Long  Beach  Convention  Center,  Long  Beach,  CA,  Saturday,  June  6th, 
9:00AM  -  speakers  include  a  series  of  5-10  minute  talks  by  dealers  &  collectors. 

ANA  CONVENTION,  Atlanta,  GA,  Saturday,  August  29th,  9:00AM  -  annual  meeting,  "Buddy 

system",  and  speakers  to  be  announced. 


>•<■  •>•<  _ hC  .  N  .  S  o  o  r~  t>  cz>  sl  d  •>*<•>*<••>•<• 

by  Beth  Messick,  Y.N.  Representative,  J-16,  CA 

The  Young  Numismatic  Department  needs  help  badly! ! !  We  need  to  know 
what  YN ' s  want!!!  If  there  is  something  you  would  like  to  see  in  the 
magazine,  I  would  like  to  know!!!  Please  send  all  letters  to... 

Attn:  Beth  Messick,  Jan  Mercer,  Pennyweights  -  151  Elm  Street,  New 
Canaan,  CT  06840 

I  would  like  to  thank  Mr.  Earl  Stewart  on  his  generous  donation  of  back  issues  of  both 
COINAGE  and  COINS  magazines  in  addition  to  auction  catalogs  to  the  Society's  YN  project. 
Let's  hear  from  some  of  you  YN's  with  what  to  do  with  Mr.  Stewart's  donation!! 


>•<  Vc  >•< The  Publicity  Board  Roam 

by  Charlie  Boyd,  Publicity  Chairman,  LM-19,  AL. 

With  the  help  of  Dr.  Bob  Colby,  we  started  out  1987,  with  a  quarter 
page  ad  in  the  F.U.N.  issue  of  COIN  WORLD  which  served  two  purposes. 
We  publicized  the  Society  itself  and  also  solicited  new  members.  Well 
over  thirty-four  people  responded  to  the  advertisement  and  joined  our 
club!  This  certainly  started  off  the  year  with  a  positive  note! 


>*<  >*c  >'c 


Each  meeting  from  the  F.U.N.  Show  until  the  recent  ANA  Midwinter  in  Charlotte,  NC,  has 
been  very  well  attended.  Flyers  had  been  mailed  to  all  members  residing  in  the 
geographical  vicinity  (i.e.  surrounding  states)  and  we  have  Jan  and  Ray  Mercer  to  thank 
for  this  courtesy.  With  the  help  of  the  flyers,  we  have  average  close  to  40  members  per 
meeting,  except  at  Long  Beach  where  the  amount  is  usually  closer  to  80,  which, 
considering  the  current  market  in  general,  is  in  my  opinion  remarkable. 

On  a  more  personal  note,  I  have  taken  copies  of  membership  applications  to  each  show  I 
have  attended.  Dealers  who  belong  to  the  Society  as  well  as  collector/members  have  been 
asked  to  solicit  friends  and  customers  respectively  for  prospective  memberships  in  the 
Society.  At  the  shows  where  I  have  rented  a  bourse  table,  I  have  offered  buyers  of 
commemorat ives  a  $10  dollar  discount  off  of  our  agreed  price  for  a  coin  providing  they 
use  the  money  saved  towards  a  membership.  This  has  proven  very  successful! 

I  feel  that  all  dealer  members  should  follow  suit  as  there  is  usually  room  to  donate  $10 
to  a  good  cause  from  a  $200,  $500,  $1,000,  or  $10,000  sale.  If  you  don't  have  enough 
room  on  a  $500  or  $1,000  sale  to  donate  $10  of  it  towards  a  new  Society  membership  -  you 
are  already  working  so  tight  that  you  might  as  well  donate  the  $10  anyway!  If  anyone 
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needs  membership  applications  -  I  will  be  happy  to  supply  what  I  can  upon  request. 


Two  heads  are  often  better  than  one.  What  I  would  appreciate  most  from  those  reading 
this  short  article  are  new  and  fresh  ideas.  Anyone  having  any  idea  on  how  to  better 
publicize  the  Society  and/or  introduce  new  members  are  requested  to  drop  me  a  line  at 
Charlie  Boyd,  Box  39016,  Birmingham,  AL  35208. 

Commemorative  Cori~ieir 

by  Charles  J.  Ricard,  Historian,  R-80,  IL 

Welcome  to  COMMEMORATIVE  CORNER!  The  preservation  of  historical  data  relating  to  a 
numismatic  organization  has  proven  very  essential  to  its  future  based  on  events  of  the 
past.  How  sad  if  a  50  or  100  year  old  organization  could  only  refer  to  an  article 
covering  its  most  recent  activity! 

We  need  your  help!  Since  the  founding  of  our  Society,  we  have  only  received  a  few 
donations  in  the  form  of  books,  old  price  lists,  articles,  and  documents  relating  to 
U.S.  Commemorative  Coins.  Would  you  please  check  your  library  and  files  for  material  you 
may  be  willing  to  entrust  with  the  Society.  Everything  received  so  far  is  being  kept  in 
files  and  in  one  place.  Perhaps  someday  we  will  have  need  of  a  librarian  to  disperse 
information  to  both  junior  and  senior  members  who  have  a  budding  interest  in  U.S. 
Commemoratives  Coins.  Please  send  any  and  all  material  to  me  at...  Charles  Ricard  - 
Historian,  P.0.  Box  321,  Northbrook,  IL  60065.  Your  donations  will  be  acknowledged.  Our 
thanks  to  those  who  have  given  us  a  start! 


As  an  added  feature,  COMMEMORATIVE  CORNER  will  be  including  a  brief  item  from  our 
historical  records.  The  first  of  these  concerns  B.  Max  Mehl.  B.  Max  Mehl  was  one  of  the 
early  promoters  of  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins,  a  charter  member  of  most  of  the  major 
numismatic  groups  and  who  is  now  enshrined  in  the  A.N.A.  Hall  of  Fame.  Rather  than 
having  me  expound  on  his  feelings  on  U.S.  Commemorat ive  Coins,  I'll  let  Max  himself  tell 
you. . . 


The 

Commemorative  Coins 

of  the 

United  States 


A  Chronological  and  Historical 
Arrangement  of  All  the  Issues 
With  Illustrations  of  Each,  Qiv- 
mg  Humber  Authorized,  Num¬ 
ber  Coined,  Number  Jfemelted 
and  Issue  Prices 


COM.l  l_II>  AND  PUBLISHED  BT 


IsrXJ'IMTI  lTMATIJ^T 


M*ml  Buildino  -  Fo«t  Woith,  Texas 


WHY  THIS  BOOKLET 

With  the  ever  Increasing  Interest  in  the  collecting  of 
Commemorative  Coins.  I  hope  this  booklet  will  be  wel¬ 
comed  by  those  who  willingly,  enthusiastically,  or  be¬ 
grudgingly  indulge  in  the  collecting  of  all  the  issues  of 
our  commemorative  coins. 

No  claim  is  made  nor  attempt  was  made,  to  make  this 
booklet  a  "high-brow"  publication.  This  booklet  tells  con¬ 
cisely  and  plainly  the  pertinent  facts  about  all  of  the 
United  States  Commemorative  Coins.  The  comment  made  is 
my  own.  excepting  where  I  have  added  published  com¬ 
ment  made  by  others  on  some  of  the  various  issues.  I 
thought  that  this  addition  would  be  of  interest  to  collectors. 

The  comments  published  may  and  may  not  be  wrong. 
We  all  have  the  privilege  of  expressing  our  own  opinions. 
Although  it  is  my  opinion,  as  well  as  that  of  a  goodly 
number  of  collectors,  that  the  privileges  of  the  issues  of 
these  commemorative  coins  have  been,  in  some  instances, 
abused,  and  that  the  collectors  to  a  certain  extent  have 
been  in  some  cases  unfairly  treated,  the  fact  still  remains 
that  the  coins,  or  at  least  a  maionty  of  them,  are  of  his¬ 
torical  Interest,  and  to  a  great  extent  represent  and  are 
of  much  numismatic  and  historic  value.  In  fact  of  greater 
numismatic  value  than  the  majority  of  our  regular  issues. 

I  have  not  taken  the  time  nor  space  to  minutely  describe 
the  designs,  as  most  of  the  designs  are  self-explanatory. 

Regardless  what  may  be  said  for  or  against  the  Com¬ 
memorative  Issues,  it  is  an  undeniable  fact  that  since  the 
issues  have  made  their  appearance  rapidly,  the  increase 
in  number  of  collectors  has  correspondingly  kept  pace  in 
increase  in  numbers.  Whether  or  not  we  approve  of  some 
of  the  designs  or  some  of  the  methods  used  in  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  the  coins,  we  find  that  with  very  few  excep¬ 
tions  the  purchases  of  the  Commemorative  Coins  have 
proved  a  good  investment  as  well  as  a  source  of  pleasure. 


Port  Worth.  Texas. 
January  30.  1937. 
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Jacques  Schnier  /\  1 1  cl  The  San  Francisco-Oakland 


Kcty  Br  idge  Commemorative  Half  Pol  lar 


by  Mike  Carter,  R-100,  CA 


"A  fascinating  and  delightful  gentleman."  That  is 
how  everyone  who  meets  Jacques  Schnier  seems  to 
describe  him.  The  opportunity  to  sit  down  and  talk 
with  a  designer  (artist)  of  one  of  the  original  50 
U.S.  Commemorative  half  dollar  designs  is  a  dream 
come  true  for  any  coin  collector,  much  less  a  U.S. 
Commemorative  coin  collector.  First  of  all,  finding 
one  of  the  original  artists  would  be  a  problem  be¬ 
cause  it  is  thought  that  only  2  are  still  surviving 
today.  Jacques  Schnier  is  one  of  those  two  and  at  88 
years  of  age  he  is  as  active,  alert,  and  creative  as 
most  30  year  old's  only  hope  to  be.  One  of  my  busi¬ 
ness  associates  and  a  couple  of  my  close  friends  had 
the  opportunity  to  sit  down  and  talk  with  Mr  Schnier 
about  his  life,  his  art,  and,  of  course,  his  wonder¬ 
ful  San  Francisco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge  Commemorat ive 
half.  The  following  is  a  personal  look  at  the  man 

and  the  coin. 


BAY  BRIDGE 

COMMEMORATIVE  HALF  DOLLAR 
DESIGNED  BY  JACQUES  SCHNIER 


, 


Born  in  1898  in  Romania,  Schnier  came  to  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  with  his  parents  when  he  was  five.  His  early 
years  were  spent  studying  civil  engineering  at 
Stanford  University  where  he  received  a  degree  in 
1920.  While  working  after  graduation,  for  the 
Honolulu,  Hawaii  Department  of  Engineering,  he  was 
assigned  a  project  to  study  the  numerous  bridges  in 
the  cities  parks.  Many  of  these  bridges  were  in  dis¬ 
repair  and  in  some  locations  new  bridges  were  to  be 
built.  It  was  his  assignment  to  develop  a  standard 
design  to  replace  obsolete  structures  and  to  be  used 
for  new  installations.  While  doing  research  for  the 
design  of  these  new  bridges  Mr.  Schnier  realized 
that  much  of  the  information  on  park  bridges  cen¬ 
tered  on  visual  appeal  and  artistic  design  rather 
than  stress,  strain,  and  various  other  factors  that 
he  had  been  taught  about  bridges  during  his  college 

studies  in  engineering. 

According  to  Mr.  Schnier,  "this  was  my  first  en¬ 
counter  with  aesthetics  and  the  concept  of  artistic 
judgement  complementing  science  for  engineering 

purposes . " 

This  first  encounter  with  bridges  was  a  significant 
factor  in  deciding  the  course  of  Mr.  Schnier's  fu¬ 
ture  and  also  an  unusual  coincidence  as  far  as  coin 
collectors  are  concerned.  Shortly  after  the  bridge 
assignment  a  friend  recommended  he  read  Sommerset 
Maugham's  "Moon  and  Sixpence"  which  was  the  story  of  famous  artist  Gauguin's  life. 
Schnier  found  the  book  captivating  and  spent  the  entire  night  reading  it  to  the  sounds  of 
waves  breaking  on  the  shores  of  Waikiki.  Gauguin's  story  was  one  life  in  Tahiti  where  he 
decided  to  give  up  a  profitable  position  to  pursue  his  love  for  art.  Schnier  too  was  at  a 
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turning  point  in  his  life.  He  was  dissatisfied  with 
his  current  engineering  job  and  had  found  his  brief 
encounter  with  artistic  design  very  interesting. 


According  to  Mr.  Schnier,  the  similarities  between 
Gauguin's  Tahiti  and  his  Hawaii  "was  conducive  to 
identification . " 

The  other  similarities  between  dissatisfaction  with 
current  occupation  and  the  desire  for  an  artistic 
future  was  too  much  and  in  1923  Schnier  decided  to 
leave  his  job  and  return  to  Stanford  for  graduate 
studies.  While  browsing  in  the  engineering  library 
he  came  across  some  books  on  city  planning  and  was 
fascinated  with  the  drawings,  sketches,  and  perspec¬ 
tives  more  related  to  art  than  science  and  en¬ 
gineering.  Here  were  L'Enfant's  early  plan  for 
Washington,  Sir  Christopher  Wren's  for  London,  and 
Haussmann's  for  Paris.  Here  was  a  profession  that 
combined  "utility  with  beauty,  engineering  with  art" 
Schnier  was  convinced  that  this  was  the  profession 
for  him.  At  the  time  no  universities  offered  courses 
or  degrees  in  city  planning  and  at  the  advice  of 
friends  he  was  encouraged  to  study  architecture  as  a 
fitting  introduction. 


In  the  Spring  of  1924,  he  enrolled  in  the  Architec¬ 
ture  Department  at  the  University  of  California  in 
Berkeley.  It  was  during  his  years  at  Berkeley  that 
he  discovered  sculpture.  Architecture  required  nu¬ 
merous  courses  in  art  and  one  of  those  courses  was 
sculpture.  He  found  himself  spending  more  and  more 
time  with  this  course  than  any  other  and  his  work 
gave  him  a  sense  of  a  accomplishment  and  self  satis¬ 
faction  that  he  had  never  experienced  before.  At  the 
beginning  of  1926  he  abruptly  withdrew  from  the  uni¬ 
versity  to  pursue  a  career  in  sculpture. 

As  a  sculptor,  Mr.  Schnier  was  entirely  self  taught. 
His  early  works  in  wood  relief  resembled  Art  Deco 
versions  of  Gauguin.  Later  he  became  preoccupied 
with  form  as  his  interests  became  more  progressive 
and  abstract.  He  was  the  first  to  bond  acrylic  plas¬ 
tic  together  to  make  large  masses,  so  that  he  could 
carve  it  the  way  a  sculptor  uses  marble,  sculpting 
it  with  marble  tools.  After  sculpting  he  would  then 
use  finer  grades  of  abrasives  to  begin  the  polishing 
step.  A  final  polishing  with  optical  polishing  com¬ 
pounds  resulted  in  pieces  that  "shine  like  jewels 
and  maintain  an  illusion  of  ebbing  and  flowing  in 
motion . " 


%- 


The  8  mtte  Song  San  FrancIsco-OaKJand  Bay* 
Bridge  was  one  of  the  great  engineering  feats-of 
the  20th  century,  when  it  opened  for  traffic  in 
November  1938.  After  a  commemorative  hatfdol- 
far  was  authorized  by  Congress,  a  focal  Bayarea 
artist  with  an  international  reputation— Jacques 
was  awarded  the  prestigious  commis¬ 
sion  to  create  the  designs 
To  celebrate  this  scarce  coin’s  jubilee.  1000 
uncirculated  specimens  were  selected  from  the 
origmll  71,369  net  mintage  This  com  has  been 
sealed  iff  a  custom  holder  along  with  this  certifi¬ 
cate  personally  signed  and  numbered  by  Jacques 
Schnier.  who  1  shown  holding  his  original  piaster 
model.  *  " 


* 


:* 


f 

His  sculptures  appear  in  numerous  public  collections  G^pyrigW.^Scni^^e  ^  .* 

from  the  San  Francisco  Museum  of  Modern  Art  to  the 
Smithsonian  Institution.  They  also  appear  around 

numerous  buildings  and  public  gathering  areas.  In  1939,  he  was  commissioned  to  do  eight 
monumental  statues  and  reliefs  for  the  Golden  Gate  International  Exposition.  Though  he 
may  not  be  a  household  word  among  coin  collectors  such  as  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens ,  Fraser 
Brenner,  or  Gobrecht,  he  is  well  known  and  greatly  admired  in  the  world  of  art/sculpture 
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You  can  pick  up  any  significant  historical  text  on  commemorative  coins  and  read  about 
the  events  that  led  to  the  issuance  of  the  Bay  Bridge  half.  I  want  you  to  read  about  the 
procedure  as  told  by  Jacques  Schnier  and  compare  it  to  today's  artist  selection 
committees,  design  selection,  design  modif icat ions  by  the  U.S.  Mint  engravers. 

"The  events  connected  with  the  design  of  the  coin  are  as  follows:  Frank  Havenner,  our  Washington  Congressman 
wrote  the  bill  proposing  the  issuing  of  this  special  coin.  His  public  relations  official,  Anita  Day  Hubbard,  a 
prominent  newspaper  woman,  commissioned  me  to  create  the  designs  for  the  obverse  and  the  reverse.  These  were 
made  at  a  large  scale,  cast  in  plaster,  and  after  approval  by  the  Bridge  celebration  committee  were  sent  back 
east  for  making  the  hub  and  die  from  which  the  coins  were  struck  off  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint." 

As  you  can  see  the  selection  and  design  process  was  much  simpler  in  those  days  and  maybe 
that  is  why  our  coinage  was  much  more  appealing  than  it  is  today.  Especially  when  you 

consider  the  newer  coins  that  have  been  issued  by  our  government  in  the  last  three  years 

or  so ! 

I  am  sure  we  are  all  well  acquainted  with  the  design  and  concept  of  the  Bay  Bridge  half 
and  numerous  articles  and  books  have  covered  the  same,  so  I  will  not  go  into  great 
detail  with  it  here.  There  are,  however,  a  few  interesting  points  about  the  design  that 
should  be  reiterated. 

The  bear  depicted  on  the  reverse  of  the  coin  has  been  purported  to  be  Monarch  II  who  was 
a  resident  of  the  San  Francisco  Golden  Gate  Park  for  a  number  of  years.  In  fact, 

according  to  Mr.  Schnier,  the  bear  is  a  result  of  a  number  of  studies  he  did  of  bears  at 

both  the  San  Francisco  and  Oakland  Zoos.  There  has  been  criticism  of  the  fact  that  the 
obverse  of  the  coin  is  not  accurate  as  to  detail  of  the  bridge  and  location  of  Yerba 
Buena  Island  (it  should  be  to  the  right  of  the  bridge  and  not  to  the  left  as  depicted). 
I  believe  that  the  reverse  was  designed  to  depict  a  general  appearance  of  the  bridge  and 
area  instead  of  an  exact  more  or  less  photographic  representation  of  the  appearance  from 
that  vantage  point.  I  guess  we  could  call  this  "artistic  license." 

It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  Schnier' s  original  sketches  had  much  smaller 
lettering  around  the  bear  and  did  not  have  the  four  stars  or  his  initials.  On  the 
original  plaster  model  the  waves  were  much  more  uniform  and  even  the  evergreens  on  Yerba 
Buena  were  very  uniform  and  regimented.  There  are  also  enough  other  differences  between 
the  original  plaster  models  that  were  approved  and  the  finished  coin  to  show  that  the 
mint  did  do  some  modifications  of  its  own. 
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As  we  discussed  in  previous  paragraphs,  the  design  and  approval  process  was  much  quicker 
in  those  days,  but  to  be  more  specific,  here  are  the  details.  Schnier's  original 
sketches  were  received  by  the  Federal  Commission  of  Fine  Arts  on  July  22nd  and  they 
recommended  larger  lettering  for  the  reverse  on  the  31st.  On  September  24th,  the 
plaster  models  were  received  by  the  Commission  and  its  sculptor  member,  Lee  Lawrie, 
recommended  a  more  realistic  treatment  of  the  bear's  snout.  During  this  time, 
Congressman  Havenner  telegraphed  Acting  Mint  Director  O'Reilly  for  permission  to  omit 
the  Latin  motto  and  place  "In  God  We  Trust"  where  it  had  been.  This  change  was  approved 
and  the  revised  models  were  in  turn  promptly  approved. 

Although  the  authorizing  act  allowed  for  a  total  mintage  not  to  exceed  200,000  coins, 
only  100,000  actually  were  released  by  the  mint.  The  coins  were  sold  for  $1.50  each 
through  the  Clearing  House  Association  and  other  outlets,  as  well  as,  stands  set  up  at 
the  bridge  entrances  where  motorists  could  purchase  them  without  leaving  their  cars.  The 
following  is  Mr.  Schnier's  description  of  the  selling  of  the  coins: 

"As  a  good  gesture,  large  San  Francisco  and  Oakland  banks  undertook  to  advertise  and  sell  coins  for  $1.50.  The 
one  dollar  premium  on  each  coin  was  turned  over  to  the  celebration  committee  for  supporting  the  large  parade  of 
floats,  the  bands,  the  street  decorations  and  the  many  official  parties  held  in  conjunction  with  the  bridge 
opening" . 

There  were  no  proofs  struck  and  to  my  knowledge  none  of  the  purported  specimens  struck 
for  John  R.  Sinnock  have  surfaced.  It  is  reported  that  some  of  the  coins  were  originally 
distributed  in  small  printed  envelopes,  but  none  of  these  have  come  to  light.  Most  of 
the  coins  mailed  to  individuals  were  sent  in  the  standard  six  hole  card  inside  of  an 
envelope  with  a  preprinted  return  address  of  the  San  Francisco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge 
Celebration.  A  rather  shocking  fact  is  that  the  United  States  government  did  not  present 
Schnier  with  any  of  the  coins.  He  subsequently  purchased  more  than  100  of  the  coins  and 
years  later  sold  the  majority  of  them  and  bought  the  home  in  which  he  and  his  wife  still 
live!  He  did  keep  about  ten  of  the  coins  from  his  original  purchase  and  some  of  these  he 
has  given  as  gifts  to  his  grandchildren.  Like  many  of  the  original  commemorat ive  coin 
designers  he  was  never  asked  to  design  another  coin. 

In  1937  sales  of  the  half  had  all  but  stopped  and  some  28,631  coins  were  returned  to  the 
mint  for  melting.  This  left  a  total  mintage  of  71,369. 

From  initial  conversations  and  readings  I  get  the  impression  that  Mr.  Schnier,  as  an 
artist  and  not  a  coin  collector,  never  considered  the  Bay  Bridge  half  as  very 
significant.  In  the  following  excerpt  from  his  biography  he  writes: 
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"For  the  reverse  face  of  the  United  States  Commemorative  half-dollar  issued  at  the  opening  of  the  San 
Francisco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge  in  1936,  I  pushed  the  space  feature  to  an  extreme,  although  the  overall  effect  was 
not  to  my  satisfaction  because  of  the  small  scale  of  details.  But  for  the  obverse , instead  of  using  the  almost 
universal  profile  type  of  design,  I  depicted  the  full  depth  of  the  subject,  a  California  grizzly  bear,  in  front 
view,  compressing  the  mass  into  the  fractional  depth  of  the  coin  relief.  Dimension-wise  the  commission  was 
inconsequential,  but  as  a  form  problem  I  considered  it  a  challenge." 

Today  Jacques  Schnier  and  his  wife  still  reside  in  the  Bay  area  where  he  continues  to 
seek  the  challenges  of  new  ideas  and  art  forms.  He  is  also  enjoying  the  recognition  of  a 
new  group  of  admirers  -  the  coin  collecting  community,  as  a  result  of  the  issuance  of  a 
limited  number  of  signed,  numbered  and  specially  packaged  specimens  of  his  Bay  Bridge 
commemorat ive  half.  Now  he  is  beginning  to  realize  that  his  commemorat ive  half  dollar, 
that  he  always  considered  a  small  contribution  to  the  artistic  community,  is  a  very 
important  contribution  to  the  coin  collecting  world. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY:  Stone,  Irving,  "There  Was  Light  -  Autobiography  of  a  University  -  Berkeley:  1868-1968", 
Doubleday,  New  York,  pp. 91-106;  Swiatek,  Anthony  and  Breen,  Walter,  "The  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Silver 
and  Gold  Commemorative  Coins  1892  to  1954",  Arco  Publishing  Inc.,  New  York,  pp.  25-28;  Personal  recollections 
and  letters  of  Mr.  Jacques  Schnier. 

My  thanks  to  Mel  Wacks  for  providing  information  on  Mr.  Schnier. 


More  Information  On  Connecticut  Medals  Uncovered. . . 


In  the  last  issue  of  TCT  we  asked  if  anyone  had  any  additional  insights  into  the  set  of  12  Connecticut  medals 
housed  in  the  black  cardboard  holder.  Well,  sure  enough,  one  of  our  observant  members,  Jack  Werremeyer  (R-1305, 
FL),  came  to  our  rescue!  Jack,  who  is  also  2nd  V.P.  of  the  Tampa  Coin  Club,  posted  along  a  XEROX  copy  of  a  page 
from  the  "Coin  Collectors  Annual  Catalog"  published  by  the  Tatham  Stamp  and  Coin  Company  of  Springfield,  MA. 
It's  from  their  catalog  #27A  and  Jack  thinks  the  date  might  be  in  the  vicinity  of  1951-53.  Any  more  info  out 
there? 

72  TATHAM  STAMP  &  COIN  CO.  Annual  Coin  Collector  s  Catalog  SPRINGFIELD,  MASS. 

CONNECTICUT  MEDALS 

THE  MOST  BEAUTIFUL  HISTORICAL  MEDALS  EVER  STRUCK! 


1635 -CONNECTICUT  TERCENTEflARV  — 1935 

_ 1 _ : _ _ .•  i- _ , 


1635  —  CONNECTICUT  TERCENTENARY  —  1935 

II  \ I  F  DOLLAR  Sl/L  -  IW  autii  ui.  Oxiuizi  d  Sum  k  Finish  -  12  DIFFEREN  F  TOWNS 
Ansonia  Derby  Saybrook  West  Haven 

Bristol  East  Haven  Southington  Westport 

Canaan  Fairfield  Torrington  Winsted 

Twelve  medals  mounted  in  a  jet  blatk  bolder  inscribed,  ”1635  —  CONNECTICUT 
TF.RCF.N  IF.XARY  —  1933  '.  Cellophane  slides  cover  both  sides  of  coins  so  that  obverse 
and  reverse  may  be  examined  without  removing. 

(  OM  ITT.  I  F  SI  I  -  12  M F.DAI.S  AND  HOLDER  ... 

HOI. Ill  R  A I  ONE  .  . 
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An  Open 


er  On  The  Columbia  X±me  Capsule 


by  John  W.  Flitter,  R-522,  SC 


Dear  Society  Members: 

Yes,  it's  true,  eight  of  the  Columbia  "Time  Capsule"  sets  of  commemorative  coins  were 
auctioned  in  November,  1986.  The  newspaper  article  appearing  in  the  Fall,  1986  issue  of 
TCT  was  the  only  public  announcement  made  through  Columbia's  major  newspaper.  The 
Bicentennial  Commission  asked  me  for  alternate  methods  of  disposition  of  the  sets  which 
I  made  to  them  early  in  1986.  Needless  to  say,  one  of  the  five  alternatives  included  a 
straight  through  purchase  offer  by  me.  Of  the  alternatives  the  following  method  of 
disposal  was  approved  by  the  commission  after  much  discussion  and  debate. 

Of  the  ten  sets,  one  set  was  donated  to  the  McKissick  Museum  located  on  the  University 
of  South  Carolina  campus  in  Columbia  for  exhibit  purposes.  A  second  set  was  placed  on 
display  at  another  museum  through  the  end  of  1986  and  then  deposited  in  another  time 
capsule  for  its  second,  fifty  year,  trip  through  time  to  arrive  at  Columbia's  250th 
birthday  celebration.  The  remaining  eight  sets  were  auctioned  to  the  public. 

The  auction  was  carried  out  as  described  in  the  newspaper  article.  Bids  had  to  be 
postmarked  no  later  than  October  31  and  those  received  were  opened  November  3rd.  A 
committee  of  three  persons  including  the  Bicentennial  Executive  Director,  the  chairman 
of  the  Token  Committee  who  opened  and  read  the  bids,  and  me. 

Twenty  different  bids  were  received  for  the  coin  sets  from  both  local  and  out  of  state 
bidders.  The  total  of  the  successful  bids  amounted  to  well  over  $16,000  for  the  eight 
sets  of  coins. 

In  an  effort  to  maintain  the  eight  set's  identity  and  pedigree  as  "Time  Capsule"  sets,  I 
developed  a  package  of  materials  which  accompanied  each  set  as  it  went  out  to  its  new 
residence.  I  had  assigned  a  number  1  through  10  to  each  set  earlier  in  1986  in  the  order 
I  first  opened  them  as  they  were  recovered  from  the  time  capsule.  Set  number  1  went  to 
the  McKissick  Museum  and  set  number  3  was  buried  with  the  1986  time  capsule  on  December 
31,1986.  Set  numbers  2 , 4 , 5 , 6 , 7 , 8 , 9  and  10  were  delivered  to  their  new  owners  in 
November . 

Included  in  each  materials  package  was  a  certification  card  signed  by  the  Chairman  of 
the  Bicentennial  Committee  and  notarized,  attesting  to  the  set's  historic  nature  and 
identified  as  to  its  assigned  number.  A  selected  group  of  original  documents  was 
reproduced  and  numbered  with  the  same  number  as  each  coin  set  and  included  with  each 
package.  Successful  bidders  also  received  a  complete  set  of  the  wooden  nickels  also 
recovered  from  the  time  capsule  (last  TCT)  along  with  a  one  page  history  of  those 
souvenirs.  The  coin  sets  were  sent  out  in  commercially  available  three  piece  plastic 
holders,  having  been  placed  there  by  me  after  removal  from  their  original  cardboard 
holders.  The  original  envelope  and  coin  holder  were  each  sealed  in  plastic  containers  to 
prevent  soiling  or  damage.  I  also  included  a  letter  in  each  package  with  a  short 
description  of  the  history  and  some  instruction  on  the  handling  of  rare  coins. 

There  were  copies  of  nine  documents  from  the  1936  capsule  included  in  each  coin  sets' 
materials  package.  These  documents  were  selected  by  me  because  of  their  chronological 
importance.  The  first  document  was  a  letter  of  1/23/36  from  Hammond  to  Rep.  H.B.  Fulmer 
informing  him  of  the  commission's  interest  in  his  bill  for  the  coins.  The  second  letter 
document  of  2/24/36  from  Fulmer  to  Senator  Byrnes  told  him  that  the  bill  passed  the 
House  this  morning  and  asked  Byrnes  for  prompt  action  in  the  Senate.  The  third  letter 
document  of  3/6/36  from  Byrnes  to  Hammond  says  the  bill  has  passed  House  and  Senate  with 
amendments  and  should  be  before  the  President  tomorrow  or  next  day. 
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CENTURY  111  #  9 

COLUMBIA  BICENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION 

POST  OFFICE  BOX  2826/COLUMBIA,  SOUTH  CAROLINA  29202 

TELEPHONE  803-733-6718 


November  14,  1986 


Dear  Successful  Bidder: 


On  behalf  of  the  City  of  Columbia,  it's  two  hundredth  anniversary 
celebration,  and  the  Bicentennial  Committee,  I  thank  you  for  your 
most  generous  bid  on  the  Sesqui -Cen ten nial  coin  sets. 


the  1936  time  capsule , 
two  sets  retained  has 


Of  the  ten  sets  of  coins  recovered  from 
only  eight  sets  were  auctioned.  One  of  the 
been  donated  to  the  McKissick  Museum  on  the  University  of  South 
Carolina  campus.  The  other  set  will  be  placed  in  a  time  capsule 
at  the  end  of  this  year  to  be  opened  in  50  years. 

The  set  of  coins  which  you  have  received  has  been  assigned 
a  number  between  1  and  10.  This  number  has  no  relation  to  the 
grading  of  the  sets,  but  was  assigned  by  me  in  the  order  in  which 
they  were  opened  after  recovery  from  the  1936  time  capsule.  Set 
number  1  resides  at  McKissick  Museum  and  set  3  will  be  placed  in 
the  Bicentennial  time  capsule. 


Your  set  of  coins  is  housed  in  a  protective  plastic  holder.  If 

you  decide  to  remove  your  coins  from  this  holder  and  you  are  not 

sure  how  to  handle  rare  coins,  please  contact  a  local  rare  coin  expert 
or  me  before  doing  so.  Your  original  issue  envelope  and  cardboard 
holder  have  been  sealed  in  protective  plastic  to  prevent  soiling  from 
handli  ng  . 

In  an  effort  to  preserve  the  heritage  and  pedigree  of  your 
set,  please  retain  all  documents  received  with  the  coins.  If,  in  the 

future,  you  should  decide  to  dispose  of  your  time  capsule  set  of 
coins,  please  contact  me  as  I  will  attempt  to  keep  track  of  the  sets 
in  the  future.  This  information  will  not  be  made  public  nor  will  your 
name  be  revealed  for  any  reason  as  a  successful  bidder  without  your 
permission.  Confidentiality  is  assured. 


Again,  thanks  for  participating  in  the 
you  will  enjoy  your  historical  purchase. 


Sincerely 


auction  and  I  am  sure 


Litter 

Coin  and  Wooden  Money  Historian 
Columbia  Bicentennial  Committee 


O  Stanley  Smith,  Jr  ,  Chairman 

James  B  Holderman 

Mrs.  1  S.  Leevy  Johnson 

Mayor  T  Patron  Adams 

Thomas  N  McLean 

David  G  Ellison.  Sr 

William  C.  Ou:ts 

A  T  (Gus)  Graydon 

Hyman  Rubin,  Sr 

Edwin  Russell 

Major  General  Robert  B.  Solomon 
Mrs.  Edmund  R.  Taylor 
Kirkman  Finlay,  Jr  (ex  officio) 


CENTURY  111 

COLUMBIA  BICENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION 

POST  OFFICE  BOX  2326  COLUMBIA.  SOUTH  CAROLINA  29:02 
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letter  document  of  3/20/36  from  Byrnes  to  Hammond  tells  of  the  President 
having  signed  the  bill.  The  fifth  letter  document  of  A/8/36  from  Mary  0"Reilly,  acting 
director  of  the  mint,  to  Hammond  speaks  of  the  coin  design  and  the  requirements  for 
mottos,  etc.  The  sixth  document,  a  letter  of  A/22/36  from  Hammond  to  O'Reilly,  announces 
Dr.  A.  Wolf  Davidson  as  designer.  The  seventh  document  was  the  three  page  minutes  of 
the  Commission  from  a  meeting  held  9/16/36  which,  among  other  things,  set  the  price  of 
the  coin  at  $2.00  over  the  counter  plus  $.15  for  those  mailed.  The  eighth  document,  a 
two  page  letter  from  Hammond,  was  addressed  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Bicentennial 
Celebration  and  dated  1/12/37.  The  ninth  document  being  a  copy  of  the  original  order 
form  for  the  Columbia  half  dollar.  Each  document  copy  was  stamped  with  the  number  of  the 
coin  set  it  was  delivered  with. 

I  have  included  a  copy  of  my  letter  and  the  certification  card  and  envelope  that  was 
included  with  each  set.  As  shown,  these  are  the  set  number  9  documents.  A  picture  of 
the  Sesqui  Commission  is  included  from  the  Sesqui-Centennial  Edition  of  the  local 
newspaper  which  I  have  acquired.  Keep  up  the  good  work! 


Sesqui  Commission  Gets  Congratulations 


dr 


The  Sesqul-centennlal  commission, ‘members  of  which  have  been  planning  several  months  for  the 
celebration  here  of  the  150th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  Columbia,  Is  pictured  above  as  It  met 
at  the  Columbia  chamber  of  commerce.  (  ......  .1  "  v  •  ,•  '  v 

The  commission  was  incorporated  shortly^after  pjlans  for  tlie...teJftbc.at'on  were  begun,  and  all 
details  In  preparation  for  the  feter  were'  handled  u  nderr  supervision  of  the  commission  members.  >‘ 
Seated, .left  to  right,  are:  J;  McF,%  Anderson, ;  fin  ajice  officer  /for  .The  ;  celebration;-  Mayor',  L.  B. 
Owens,  treasurer  of  the  commission;1  Former-Sena'tor  James*  H«ij^aLm,mpnd,^cornntl6s!qnv  chairman 
and  Mrs.  J u wn  10, “ S^.temonf'  presltfent-  of'  th^, 
phartJjeF’.'^T^comlTi'erce  -  and  e-offwio  ‘.member, v  of  £  ho, -cotrimissloni^Senator',  Jeff*  Bate*,  •• 

, Vf  a  ft  I  w  a  n  g  ^  I H  a  m  ^  L  y  k  e  ^  c t  a  r  y  0  f  >  t  fi  e^V.  h Jp,  ,yrb  e  r  QfiCQmmWfigi^nPnbfir^f  .•fha.AtfafhmJsSini  M 
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of  this  issue  was  generously  donated  by  James  S.  Iacovo  ( R  —  5 ,  CT) 


G  r~  rr  t  Star  On  &  Dollax*  Gold 


by  Steven  L.  Szenay,  R-807,  MI 

By  1989  the  following  coin  will  be  auctioned  off  as  a  part  of  the  "Amazing  Gold 
Rarities"  $30  Million  rare  coin  investment  program  offered  by  Les  &  Sue  Fox.  Their  basic 
goal  is  to  assemble  "The  Greatest  Collection"  of  U.S.  Gold  coins  in  existence. 


This  1922  Grant  with  star  $1  gold  commemorative  was  brought  to  me,  to  be  photographed, 
by  a  customer  who  wishes  to  remain  anonymous.  This  specimen  has  a  pedigree  of  being  a 
Louis  Eliasberg  coin  auctioned  off  in  1982  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  now  to  be  part  of  the 
"Amazing  Gold  Rarities  Auction". 


Here's  a  close  inspection  of 
this  special  1922  Grant  with 
star  $1  Gold  Commemorative. 

A  blowup  of  the  back  of 
Grant's  head  reveals  several 
semi-circular  die  polishing 
marks  in  the  field  and  in 
between  the  letters  of  the 
words  "UNITED  STATES."  The 
excessive  die  polishing 
marks  in  the  field  are  remi¬ 
niscent  of  the  silver  half 
dollar . 


The  obverse  of  the  1922 
Grant  with  star  $1  Gold  com¬ 
memorative  exhibits  die 
polishing  marks  extending 
straight  from  the  dates  1822 
-1922.  These  die  polishing 
marks  form  an  "X"  between 
the  letter  "E"  of  the  word 
"ONE"  and  the  letter  "D"  of 
the  word  "DOLLAR."  Also, 
please  note  the  die  polish¬ 
ing  marks  within  the  letter 
"0"  of  the  word  "ONE."  Once 
again  numerous  die  polishing 
marks  can  be  viewed  through¬ 
out  the  field. 
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Now  to  the  reverse  of  the 
1922  Grant  with  Star  $1  gold 
Please  note  the  die  polish¬ 
ing  marks  located  to  the 
left  of  the  cabin  which  run 
across  the  field  and  within 
the  words  "PLURIBUS  UNUM." 


The  reverse  of  the  1916  Mc¬ 
Kinley  gold  $1  displays  die 
polishing  marks  between  the 
pillars  running  in  a  vert¬ 
ical  pattern  creating  a 
swirl  design. 
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Again,  the  reverse  of  the 
1916  McKinley  gold,  please 
note  the  fine  die  polishing 
marks  running  horizontally 
below  the  steps  of  the 
memorial . 


In  closing,  I  hope  you  have 
enjoyed  my  latest  install¬ 
ment  and  I  leave  you  with  an 
overview  of  the  Grant  with 
Star  gold  dollar.  I  will  be 
happy  to  correspond  with  any 
member  who  shares  my  interest 
and  you  may  contact  me  at  the 
following  address  -  Steven  L. 
Szenay,  P.0.  Box  31,  Bay  City, 
MI  48707. 
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YN  Activities  For  ANA  Convention 

by  David  B.  Massey,  J-23,  GA 


YNs ,  mark  vour  calendars  for  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Convention  in  Atlanta  from  August  26-30,  1987. 
Some  students  will  begin  school  that  week,  but  hopefully  enough  juniors  will  be  able  to  attend  to  have  solid  YN 
participation.  Activities  will  include  the  yearly  YN  slate  and  a  special  trip  to  Stone  Mountain  Park.  We  will 
kick  off  the  YN  program  on  Wed.,  August  26th,  with  an  orientation  meeting  at  10:30AM.  ANA  President  and  YN 
Director,  Florence  Schook,  will  be  present  to  meet  juniors,  discuss  affairs  related  to  YN's,  and  present  door 
prizes.  On  Thursday  at  9:30AM,  the  YN  Educational  Forum  will  feature  slide  presentations  by  YNs.  On  Friday 
morning,  Ken  Bressett  of  the  ANA  will  lead  a  Boy  Scout  coin  collecting  seminar. 

The  bus  trip  to  Stone  Mountain  Park  will  take  place  from  4:00-12:00PM  on  Friday.  Various  museums  at  Stone 
Mountain  are  interesting,  including  one  for  old  cars.  We  will  climb  the  short  hike  up  the  mountain  and  eat 
dinner  there.  The  spectacular  laser  show  after  dark  on  the  face  of  Stone  Mountain's  historic  carving  is  one  of 
the  best  in  the  country  and  should  not  be  missed.  The  trip  will  be  subsidized  by  the  YN  budget,  costing  juniors 
under  $10.  Plenty  of  chaperons  will  accompany  the  trip,  and  adults  may  enjoy  the  outing  for  the  full  price. 
Each  will  receive  a  token  to  remember  the  trip. 

On  Saturday,  YN  activities  culminate  with  the  YN  breakfast  and  auction.  The  awards  breakfast  to  recognize 
outstanding  YN  accomplishments  in  the  last  year  will  occur  at  9:30AM.  Following  the  breakfast  at  11:00  will  be 
the  magic  bid  auction  for  juniors.  A  professional  auctioneer  will  award  donated  coins  and  related  items  to  YNs 
who  are  lucky  enough  to  bid  the  pre-set  prices.  The  auction  lots  can  be  viewed  in  advance  at  the  official  YN 
table  on  the  bourse  floor.  All  coins  are  sold  for  much  lower  than  market  values,  and  the  proceeds  to  go  to  the 
YN  fund  for  future  activities. 

Throughout  the  convention,  YN  "pages"  based  at  the  YN  table  on  the  bourse  floor  will  run  errands  for  dealers. 
Paging  is  an  excellent  way  to  become  acquainted  with  the  top  dealers  in  the  country  as  well  as  make  good  pocket 
money.  Pages  with  photo  IDs  will  be  needed  from  Tuesday,  August  25th  (PNG  Day)  through  Sunday.  Any  YN  from  age 
11  to  17  who  would  like  to  page  should  contact  David  Massey,  YN  Chairman,  at  1850  West  Nancy  Creek  Drive  in 
Atlanta,  GA,  30341.  Please  direct  any  other  questions,  suggestions,  or  complaints  to  the  preceding  address.  I 
am  looking  forward  to  a  successful  convention  for  YNs,  and  I  hope  you  will  attend.  See  you  in  August! 


1936— LYNCHBURG  (VIRGINIA)  HALF 
DOLLAR—1936 

This  half  dollar  was  struck  to  commemorate 
the  One  Hundred  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  the  city  of  Lynchburg. 

On  the  obverse  appears  the  portrait  of 
Senator  Carter  Glass,  whose  home  is  in 
Lynchburg.  The  reverse  shows  Liberty  in  the 
attitude  of  conveying  welcome  to  the  city;  in 
the  distance  is  the  Confederate  Memorial  and 
the  old  Lynchburg  Courthouse. 

20,000  specimens  were  authorized  and  struck 
and  these  were  offered  and  sold  at  $1.00  each. 
And,  due  to  the  reasonable  price  placed  on 
the  coins  they  were  immediately  sold  out. 

An  in’oresting  news  item  appeared  just  befoie  these  coins 
were  issued: 
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SENATOR  GLASS  OBJECTS  TO  PORTRAIT 
ON  COINS 

Press  reports  state  that  Senator  Carter  Glass  vigorously  pro¬ 
tested  having  his  portrait  on  the  Lynchburg  (Va.)  half  dollars 
to  commemorate  the  sesqui-centennial  of  his  home  city.  As  a 
last  resort  he  is  said  to  have  called  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint 
recently  to  ask  "if  it  were  permissible  for  the  profile  of  a  live 
man  to  appear  on  coins."  Told  there  was  no  law  against  it, 
Senator  Glass  shook  his  head  and  said:  "I  had  hoped  there 
would  be  an  avenue  of  escape."  His  fellow-townsmen  arranged 
for  the  coin. 


Here's  another  glimpse  into  B.  Max 
Mehl's  booklet,  "The  Commemorative 
Coins  of  the  United  States,"  published 
by  Mehl  in  1937  at  Fort  Worth,  TX.  As 
with  the  other  samples  of  this  booklet 
scattered  throughout  this  edition  of 
TCT,  we  have  Tom  DeLorey  (R-573,  MI) 
to  thank  for  posting  them  along!  It's 
funny,  but  most  of  Mehl's  insights 
still  hold  true  today  and  provide  not 
only  interesting,  but  highly  enter¬ 
taining  reading!  I  wonder  what  he 
would  have  to  say  about  today's 
Statue  Of  Liberty  and  Olympic  coins? 


Whelan  (R-945,  CA) 


TREASURY  DEPARTI  IE2JT 
Washington 


January  51,  1930 


Dear  Mr*  Chairman: 

I  have  for  acknowledgment  your  letter  of  January  29th, 
transmitting  a  copy  of  H#  R*  2029,  a  Bill  introduced  by  Mr# 

Hudspeth  of  Texas  to  authorize  the  coinage  of  50-cent  pieces 
in  commemoration  of  the  seventy-fifth  anniversary  of  the 
Gadsden  Purchase,  and  asking  for  an  expression  of  the  views 
of  this  Department  on  this  proposed  legislation# 

In  responding  to  your  request  for  a  report  on  this  Bill 
I  feel  that  the  Department  can  do  no  better  than  to  restate 
its  position  in  regard  to  special  coins#  Objection  is  made 
for  the  following  reasons:  Since  1920,  fifteen  Acts  of  Congress 
have  been  passed,  authorizing  the  -  issue  of  special  coins#  By  the 
authorization  of  the  issue  of  these  fifteen  special  coins  within 
ten  years.  Congress  has  permitted  a  new  design  for  the  half-dollar 
at  an  average  of  one  every  eight  months. 

Section  3510  of  the  Revised  Statutes  provides  that  «*  *  *  *  * 
no  change  in  the  design  or  die  of  any  coin  shall  be  made  oftendr 
than  once  in  twenty-five  years  from  and  including  the  first  adoption 
of  the  design,  model,  die  or  hub  for  the  same  eo  in  ***."  The 
Department  consilers  that  this  enact  neat  of  Congress  enunciated  a 
wise  general  public  policy  adopted  after  due  deliberation# 

Upon  practically  every  occasion  when  the  Depa  rt  .lent  has  been 
invited  to  express  an  opinion  uuon  special  coin  isai  es,  it  has 
recommended  disapproval  of  the  passage  of  the  bills  •  Upon  a  vigorous 
appeal  before  the  Committee  on  Coinage,  Weights  and  Measures,  when 
the  bill  was  pending  for  the  issue  of  the  Bennington  coin,  the 
Committee  agreed  to  cooperate  with  the  Department  in  discouraging  the 
issue  of  special  coins#  The  Committee  went  on  record  at  that  time 
in  its  report  in  the  following  terms :MThe  Committee  desires  at 
thi3  time  to  go  on  record  as  not  favoring  legislation  of  this  class 
because  of  the  great  number  of  bills  introduced  to  commemorate  events 
of  local  and  not  national  interest,  and  because  such  quantities  of 
the  ooins  so  authorized  have  had  to  be  taken  back  by  the  Government, 
melted  and  reminted# w 

Aside  from  the  very  dangerous  and  objectionable  policy  of  divert¬ 
ing  coinage  from  its  original  use  in  trade,  we  are  imposing  upon  the 
Mints  and  therefore,  upoft  the  Government  an  unnecessary  and  waste¬ 
ful  practice#  We  are  required  to  invest  money  in  metal  for  unneces¬ 
sary  coinage  ,  and  we  are  entirely  defeating  the  original  idea  that 
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coinage  should  be  on  Government  account  only*  We  are  imposing  an 
unnecessary  burden  on  the  manufacturing  plants  charged  with  the 
preparation  of  coinage  needed  in  business  and  are  diverting  the 
activities  of  the  Mintes,  intended  to  supply  the  needs  of  all  of  the 
people,  in  order  to  meet  the  demands  of  a  few  of  the  people.  The 
Department  is  now  endeavoring  to  meet  the  coinage  requirements  of 
the  oountry  with  the  same  number  of  Mints  that  we  had  thirty  years 
ago*  Ibis  can  only  he  done  by  avoiding  every  unnecessary  under¬ 
taking  and  confining  the  work  of  the  Mints  to  the  legitimate  demands 
of  the  enormous  business  of  the  country  for  regular  coinage* 


For  your  confidential  information,  I  am  appending  actable  which 
indicates  the  number  of  special  coins  authorized,  coined  and  then 
returned  to  the  Mints  to  be  destroyed. 


Authorized 

Coined 

Returned  to  Mints 

Columbian  Exposition  - 

-5,000,000 

5,000,000 

2,50^,700 

Lewis  and  Clark 

250,000 

60,000 

40,003 

Panama-Pacific 

200,000 

60,000 

32,866 

McKinley  Memorial 

100,000 

30,000 

10,023 

Landing  of  Pilgrims 

300,000 

300,000 

00,000 

Missouri  Centennial 

250,000 

50,000 

29,600 

Grant  Manorial 

250,000 

100,000 

28,400 

Huguenot -Walloon 

300,000 

142,000 

55,000* 

California  75th  Anniversary 

300,000 

150,000 

65,606 

Battle  of  Bennington 

40,000 

40,000 

11,892 

Fort  Vancouver  Centennial 

300,000 

50,000 

35,000 

Sesquicentennial 

1,000,000 

1,000,000 

420 ,000 

Stone  Mountain 

5,000,000 

2,134,000 

*  * 

*  55,000  Huguenot  coins 

placed  in 

circulation  at 

face  value. 

*  *  It  is  understood  that  large  numbers  of  Stone  Mountain  coins 
are  on  hand,  unsold,  at  the  Banka. 

I  have  gone  into  this  subject  at  some  length  in  the  hope  that 
you  will  consent  to  assist  us  by  intercepting  the  passage  of  further 
legislation  of  this  character. 

Very  truly  yours , 


A.  W*  Mellon 

i 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury* 
Honorable  Randolph  Perkins,  Chairman, 

Coainittee  on  Coinage,  Weights  and  Measures, 

House  of  Representatives, 

Washington,  D.C* 


The  preceding  two  page  report 
from  Andrew  Mellon  and  these 
two  responses  from  L.W.  Hoff- 
ecker  come  to  us  through  the 
generosity  and  communal  spirit 
of  Larry  Goldberg  (R-1178,  CA) 
of  Superior  Stamp  &  Coin  Co., 
Inc.  These  items  were  included 
with  a  group  of  personal  papers 
from  the  L.W.  Hoffecker  Collec¬ 
tion  auction  sale  held  by 
Superior  last  February.  I  would 
now  like  to  thank  Larry  and 
staff  for  taking  time  out  from 
their  hectic  schedule  to  pro¬ 
vide  our  club  with  some  very 
interesting  items.  Not  only 
were  they  nice  enough  to  pa¬ 
tiently  listen  while  yours 
truly  attempted  to  get  them  to 
velox  the  entire  sale  (just 
kidding,  well,  almost),  but 
they  still  came  through  for  us 
with  some  really  great  veloxes 


N.  I  aiRMFV 


EL  PASO  CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE 

EL  PASO.  TEXAS 


tUJC.  5,  1930 


Dear  Sir: 

I  aa  enc losing  icy  a.iewer  to  Mr.  Holloa's  report 
addressed  to  Mr.  Perkins,  Chairman  of  Committee  on 
Coinage,  T/eights  and  Measures. 

Thanking  you  for  your  assistance  la  retting  this 
hill  through,  I  ara 

Yours  very  truly. 


Hboor .  la  . 

.  . . 


'lids^xith. 
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r  wrth  s  1  *tv  today  (stop)  Pros,  .  oovur  told  our  no  ,itt  o  ... 
'is'-.  >4  this  ooi  t  to  no  fittl  ly  aolohratod  nai  -c  juro  no  other  »»tm 
of  Rial  tho  nenoy  waot-aury  (atop)  doe  lattes-  *.ilcd  savonth  Tull..;; 
you  for  :-aur  an  /»rt 
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load  6  *  ohore  ’Toac  o  to  t&O  .'aSja'tn 

'  -.o  Is  IhOTt  H»  TOBtal.  .1  t  s) ,  . 
Toaor.  nlo  Albert  Ji-na,  jsa  l.-  to:,  i,  . 
twt  X  •  1  rtlas,  , 

Mono  -  ilo  :.d  r  ISruard,  «  l  ,-to  ,  .  . 

>  ,  it... 

'ir.tjr  lo  rl  ht  Atet-.n,  .. ahi  it-  ,  . 


If  you  read  Mellon's  report,  it 
becomes  quite  clear  that  he  was 
NOT  too  thrilled  with  the  gov¬ 
ernment  minting  commemorative 
coins.  Frankly,  I  can't  under¬ 
stand  Andrew  Mellon  getting 
bent  out  of  shape  over  some¬ 
thing  like  that  as  you  would 
think  his  heavy  duty  personal 
wealth  would  have  placed  him  in 
better  spirits  during  the  Great 
Depression.  Think  of  half  the 
nation  eating  the  bark  off  the 
trees  while  Mellon's  drawers 
are  bursting  with  lettuce! 
You'd  think  his  good  fortune 
would  put  him  in  a  better  mood! 
Be  that  as  it  may,  the  plaster 
molds  of  the  Spanish  Trail 
(shown  on  the  next  page)  are 
the  designs  Hoffecker  showed  to 
the  mint/Congress  when  he  pro¬ 
posed  the  coin.  Courtesy  of 
Larry  Goldberg. 
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37  of  this  issue  was  generously  donated  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody  (R-7  &  R-8,  CA) 
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Look  What ' s 


LJp  For  Mr i  i  1  Bid  Auction  ! 


3  Great  Lots  _  _  _ 

Before  we  get  into  the  lots  -  lets  take  a  poke  at  the  rules!  First  of  all,  unlike  most  auctions,  ALL  the  lots 
are  DONATED  to  the  Society  and  our  non-profit  club  keeps  100%  of  all  prices  realized.  If  you're  the  highest 
bidder,  your  check  is  made  out  to  "Society  For  U.S.C.C."  Right  off  the  bat  that's  a  great  deal  -  you  get  the 
numismatic  item  you  wanted  and  100%  of  the  money  paid  goes  towards  a  good  cause!  There's  no  minimum  bid  and 
each  lot  is  sold  to  the  highest  bidder. 

To  join  in  the  fun  -  mail  your  sealed  bids  (remember  to  denote  WHICH  lots  you  are  bidding  on)  to  Jan  Mercer, 
Penny  Weights  151  Elm  St,  New  Canaan  CT  06840.  In  bold  letters  print  -  "SEALED  BID"  on  the  outside  of  the 
envelope.  No  progressions  -  no  "buy"  bids  -  just  bid  your  top  price  and  hope  it's  the  best!  In  case  of  a  tie 
-  first  POSTMARK  gets  it!  All  bids  will  be  opened  and  announced  during  our  Central  States  Meeting  (St.  Louis) 
meeting  at  9:00AM  May  9th,  1987,  so  YOU  BETTER  HURRY  as  once  we  leave  for  the  show  -  your  late  bid  is  VOID! 

Now,  let's  take  a  look  at  the  lots... 

LOT  #1  -  A  set  of  wooden  nickels  out  of  the  recent  Columbia  Time  Capsule  find  complete  with  an  official  letter 
of  authentication  (nickels  actual  size  -  letter  illustration  reduced,  pg.  39)!!!  Donated  by  John  Flitter 
(R-522,  SC).  No  stated  value. 

LOT  #2  -  A  block  of  four  Pan-Pac  "Stamps"  -  These  color  "stamps"  (decals?)  are  blue  with  gold  (rising  sun!) 
and  read  "PANAMA  PACIFIC  INTERNATIONAL  EXPOSITION  -  copyrighted  Donated  by  Alan  Levi  (R-1161,  CT).  No  stated 
value . 

LOT  #3  -  An  8x10  black  &  white  glossy  photograph  of  Jacques  Schnier  featuring  his  personal,  hand  written 
autograph  (the  REAL  thing  -  not  a  copy  or  rubber  stamp!).  Donated  by  Mike  Carter  &  Mike  Moline  (R-100  &  R-940, 
CA).  No  stated  value. 

Lot  #4  -  An  Oregon  Trail  original  issue  card!  -  fairly  clean,  but,  as  usual,  torn  in  a  couple  of  places  as  you 
can  see  (page  42).  Donated  by  Kathy  &  Steve  Ryan  (R-708  &  R-628,  IL) .  No  stated  value. 

LOT  #5  -  DCSE  '86  (Dallas,  TX)  -  Bureau  of  Engraving 
and  Printing  Souvenir  Card  -  theme  can  be  related  to 
Pilgrim  Half  -  Donated  by  Mike  Fuljenz  (R-2,  LA)  No 
stated  value,  (illustration  reduced  -  page  42) 

LOT  #6  -  DCSE  '86  (Dallas,  TX)  -  Bureau  of  Engraving 
and  Printing  Souvenir  Card  -  theme  cam  be  related  to 
Pilgrim  Half  -  Donated  by  Mike  Fuljenz  (R-2,  LA)  No 
stated  value,  (illustration  reduced) 

LOT  #7  -  DCSE  '86  (Dallas,  TX)  -  Bureau  of  Engraving 
and  Printing  Souvenir  Card  -  theme  can  be  related  to 
Pilgrim  Half  -  Donated  by  Mike  Fuljenz  (R-2,  LA)  No 
stated  value,  (illustration  reduced) 

LOT  #8  -  DCSE  '86  (Dallas,  TX)  -  Bureau  of  Engraving 
and  Printing  Souvenir  Card  -  theme  can  be  related  to 
Pilgrim  Half  -  Donated  by  Mike  Fuljenz  (R-2,  LA)  No 
stated  value,  (illustration  reduced) 

Well,  that's  the  end  of  our  auction  lots  for  this 
mail  bid  sale!  Be  sure  to  get  your  bids  in  on  time 
as  it's  pretty  easy  to  see  that  this  will  probably 
be  one  of  our  best  mail  bid  sales  ever!  Good  luck 
.  and  hope  you  have  the  winning  bid  by  St.  Louis! 
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OREGON  TRAIL 
MEMORIAL  ASSOCIATION,  Inc. 

EZRA  MEEKER  95  Mad, .on  Avenue  GUTHRIE  Y.  BARBER 

President  New  York  City  Treasurer 

**tsxt  m,  nw”>  •  solo  «f  ala*  t.  r<se*»a,  x*  #  rrmk  ? 
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B  .  E  .  B  -  Card 


DCSE  ’86 

DALLAS.  TEXAS 


The  getreau  tsf  £ogtav»$  antj  Printing  fo  delighted  to  present  tfo*  kasvenir  card  featuring  a  replied 
of  a  $H>;000  Federal  Reserve  Note  and  a  tktcfc  <af  four  Mayflower  state#*  to  oumroetmtare 
the  Dallas  Coin  end  State#  FxpoddOt*  m  Deeetnhet  1 1  14,  idfcfi  to  tMiae,  Texas 

The  tbeo.te  presented  pertain  fo  the  ptlgrtrod  first  tettdttig  ?o  Atnerk.3  Featured  on  the  fotgfc 
«f  dir  ^iO/KKi  Federal  Reserve  Note  t$  'The  Fmtwhetiea  of  fhe  Pilgrims '  cnmphnteated  hy 
a  hfocfc  oi  Van  *>■:  oatitp*  eooar<«t>;<T3itng  the  WOrh  of  the  Landing  nf  the  Pttgrtrn* 

at  Plymouth  Mas*aehossede  The  note  ts  the  forged  deadmtnahoa  ever  legated  to  the 
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Islands  or  Volcanoes? 


A  Numismatic  Mystery  Put  I,  c>  Rest.  1 

by  Danny  West,  R-740,  NC 

As  with  many  things  in  the  numismatic  world,  the  Hawaiian  Sesquicentennial  half  dollar  has  created  controversy. 
The  controversy  has  centered  around  the  eight  triangular  shapes  in  the  lower  field.  Are  these  islands  or  are 
they  volcanoes?  It  seems  numismatists  never  have  enough  to  argue  over.  Who  is  correct? 

Swiatek  and  Breen  in  their  monumental  work  "The  Encyclopedia  of  U.  S.  Silver  and  Gold  Commemorative  Coins" 
state  that  the  triangles  were  "formerly  referred  to  as  volcanoes."  After  researching  approximately  thirty  five 
other  numismatic  books  and  periodicals,  I  could  only  find  one  other  reference  to  volcanoes.  This  reference  was 
in  U.  S.  Commemorative  Coinage  by  A.  Slabaugh.  But  more  about  this  later. 

In  Taxay's  book,  "History  of  U.  S.  Commemorative  Coinage,"  the  sculptor  himself  refers  to  the  triangles  as  "8 
triangular  islands".  He  does  not  mention  anything  about  volcanoes. 

Foster,  in  his  book,  "Historical  Arrangement  of  U.  S.  Commemorative  Coins,"  does  not  mention  volcanoes.  He 
describes  the  Hawaiian  Commemorative  "with  symbols  of  four  islands  on  either  side". 

A  little  broader  explanation  is  given  by  Warren  Ruby  in  his  book,  "Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States  - 
Gold  &  Silver."  In  his  study.  Ruby  describes  the  island  of  Hawaii,  Maui,  Oahu,  Kauai,  Molakai,  Lanai,  Niihau, 
and  Kahoolawe  as  the  major  islands  in  the  Hawaiian  chain.  These  are  obviously  the  eight  islands  referred  to  on 
the  Hawaiian  commemorative! 

Again,  in  Numismatic  Note  &  Monographs  #83  -  "The  Commemorative  Coinage  of  the  U.  S.  1892  -  1938"  by  David 
Bullowa,  the  triangular  symbols  in  the  lower  field  of  the  Hawaiian  are  referred  to  as  "islands." 

So  far,  there  has  been  only  the  reference  by  Swiatek/Breen  to  support  the  theory  of  volcanoes.  Where  does  their 
information  come  from?  Probably,  this  came  from  Slabaugh.  To  wrap  this  up  in  a  neat  little  package,  Slabaugh 
states,  "at  sides  of  half  dollar  below  are  eight  'volcanoes'  representing  the  eight  largest  volcanic  island  of 
Hawaii" . 

So  everyone  wins!  The  Hawaiian  Islands  are  volcanic  islands.  Pretty  simple,  huh?  After  all,  numismatists  are 
always  arguing  over  something,  but  maybe  now  they  will  give  good  old  Captain  Cook  and  the  Hawaiian  half  dollar 
a  rest. 


Program  Card  —  Night  Owl  Edition! 

by  Valerie  V.  Olander,  LM-10,  MN 

If  you  don't  see  your  name  listed  as  a  speaker  under  our  normal  Program  Listing  -  it's  because  I  haven't  heard 
from  you  -  yet!  The  response  from  collectors  to  my  call  has  been  terrific!  Bill  Fivaz  did  a  wonderful 
presentation  called,  "Name  That  Commemorative"  at  our  meeting  held  during  the  F.U.N.  Convention  in  Orlando, 
FL. 


At  the  San  Diego  Show,  Tom  Best  presented  a  delightful  look  at  collecting  from  the  personal  (read  -  time) 
investment  point  of  view,  which  he  re-presented  at  the  Long  Beach  Expo  where  he  was  joined  by  Ed  Mulhausen  who 
spoke  on  circulated  commemoratives .  That  was  a  really  special  meeting  -  two  for  one! 

At  the  ANA  Midwinter  in  Charlotte,  John  Flitter  shared  his  wealth  of  information  from  the  Columbia  Time 
Capsule,  including  samples  of  the  coins  found  within! 

1987  is  off  to  a  terrific  start!  These  gentlemen  have  all  done  a  magnificent  job.  The  only  thing  our  Society  is 
lacking  now  is  hearing  from  YOU!  We  would  love  to  have  you  share  your  knowledge  or  experiences  with  the  rest  of 
us.  I  am  waiting  eagerly  to  hear  from  you.  Contact  me  directly  at  -  P.0.  Box  35313,  Mpls,  MN,  55435,  or  through 
the  Society  Secretary  -  Jan!  Until  next  time  -  happy  collecting! 
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V\\&  End  Of  The  Trail. 


We L 1 ,  that  about  wraps  up  another  edition  of  this  newsletter.  For  those  of  you  who  are 
wondering  -  yes  -  this  was  a  particularly  nasty  one  to  get  out.  This  time,  our  fancy, 
expensive,  letter  quality  printer  crapped  out  on  us  two  times  before  we  put  this  issue 
to  bed!  Oh,  well  -  off  to  the  good  old  "NYNEX"  office  and  then  -  "next  stop,  twilight 
zone ! " 

However,  life  goes  on,  so  both  Jan  and  I  would  like  you  to  know  that,  although  our 
printer  may  be  missing,  we  will  be  back  in  the  next  issue  -  due  out  in  a  couple  of 
months.  Until  then,  we'll  leave  you  with  one  last  "fare-Mehl"  (double  bad  pun 
especially  for  2:37AM!)  and  hope  all  YOUR  deeds  will  be  worthy  of  commemorat ion ! 


ARKANSAS  CENTENNIAL  HALF  DOLLARS 


ARKANSAS  HALF  DOLLARS— Continued 

I  don't  think  the  coin  would  win  any  beauty  prize  but 
with  its  limited  coinage  it  is  becoming  a  member  of  the 
Rare  Family." 

Another  "ARKANSAS":  Not  to  be  outdone  by  the  other 
great  patriotic  commemorative  committees,  the  gentlemen 
in  charge  of  the  Arkansas  Centennial  probably  borrowed 
the  idea  from  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  and  were  successful, 
with  the  aid  of  powerful  political  influence  to  have 
Congress  approve  a  bill  for  the  coinage  of  another  1936 
Arkansas  Half  Dollar  with  the  portrait  of  Senator  Robinson, 
while  the  reverse  of  the  coin  is  the  same  as  the  previous 
issues. 


Another  coin  which  "beat  the  gun.'' 

Arkansas  was  admitted  to  the  Union  in  1836 
and  this  coin  commemorates  that  important 
event, — to  Arkansas. 

However,  the  first  issue  was  coined  in  1935 
at  which  time  10,000  coins  were  struck  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint.  These  were  practically  all 
sold  out  in  the  first  eight  or  nine  months  of 
1935.  The  Committee  in  charge  continued  to 
receive  requests  for  the  coins  and  decided  to 
coin  an  additional  small  quantity.  They  com¬ 
municated  with  the  writer  and  upon  his  sug¬ 
gestion  it  was  decided  to  coin  3,000  more  at 
the  Philadelphia  Mint  and  5,500  more  at 
each  of  the  branch  mints,  Denver  and  San 
Francisco,  the  major  portion  of  which  was 
purchased  by  the  writer. 

The  original  issue  price  of  these  coins  was 
$1.00  each. 

In  1936,  the  centennial  year,  10,000  coins 
were  issued  in  each  of  the  three  mints  or  a 
total  of  30,000  coins  which  were  placed  on 
sale  at  $1.50  each.  The  total  authorized  num¬ 
ber  is  500,000. 

The  portraits  on  the  obverse  are  supposed  to  be  that  of  Lib¬ 
erty  and  a  typical  Indian.  On  the  reverse  the  three  stars  di¬ 
rectly  above  the  eagle  is  symbolic  of  Arkansas  being  the  third 
state  carved  from  the  Louisiana  Purchase  and  also  represents 
the  three  flags  under  which  Arkansas  served,  Spain,  France, 
and  America:  the  single  star  above  ARKANSAS  commemorates 
the  state's  participation  in  the  Confederacy. 


The  25,000  were  struck  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  and  the 
entire  issue  sold  to  one  party  in  New  York  and  offered  to  the 
public  at  $1.85  each. 


ONE  COLLECTOR'S  COMMENT  ON  COMMEMORATIVE 
HALF  DOLLARS  IN  GENERAL.  AND  ARKANSAS 
AND  BOONES  IN  PARTICULAR 

Just  a  little  more  than  a  year  ago  I  took  considerable  pride 
in  my  collection  of  commemorative  half  bucks.  Each  coin 
carried  an  interest  that  created  in  me  a  renaissance  in  both 
history  and  geography.  True,  the  Oregon  Indian  tribe  was 
becoming  a  war  party,  but  by  showing  the  reverse  of  some 
it  didn’t  hurt  the  appearance  of  the  collection,  as  it  was  such 
an  artistically  designed  coin.  Now  when  I  look  at  my  assort¬ 
ment  I  realize  that  I  am  a  real  numismatic  nut.  Who  but  a  bug 
would  try  to  obtain  an  assortment  of  ten  of  that  long  nose  on 
the  Boone  issue?  I'm  glad  that  I  have  only  eight  of  them  and 
I'm  glad  that  Daniel  never  looked  like  that  sculpted  mug. 

Then  those  seven  Texas  items.  It's  not  a  very  proud  eagle 
that  is  trying  to  hide  that  star,  but  it  revives  your  geographic 
knowledge  that  Texas  is  our  largest  State  when  you  see  them 
trying  to  show  everything  in  that  State  on  one  side  of  a  coin. 

And  the  Arkansas  (how  these  eagles  have  lost  their  beauty 
since  the  Alabama  and  Illinois  issues)!  The  carpenter  that 
designed  it  should  have  omitted  his  square  or  shown  his  union 
card.  And  the  decapitated  redskin  and  his  equally  bodiless 
companion  are  all  wrong.  When  did  an  Indian  ever  get  that 
close  to  liberty? 

I'm  thankful  that  there's  only  three  of  those  Rhode  Island 
notary  public  seals,  and  triply  glad  for  only  one  of  Mr. 

Hoffecker's  map  and  steer  head.  I've  seen  those  steer  heads 

in  Mexican  market  restaurants.  You  could  buy  a  slice  of  cheek 
or  an  eyeball  for  lunch,  if  so  disposed. 

In  spite  of  my  knocks,  I  still  like  the  darned  monstrosities, 
but  I  hope  the  coin  company  will  lay  off  the  Oregon.  Old 
Daniel  was  a  simple  old  guy,  and  I'm  sure  he's  embarrassed 

with  the  present  number  of  shrines,  and  I  do  hope  those 

Arkansas  and  Texas  centennials  will  not  carry  over  into  1937. 
They  might  forget  to  stop. 

I  like  to  inflict  my  collection  on  visiting  friends,  and  I'm  tired 
explaining  why  I  have  so  many  of  these  items. 
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44  of  this  issue  was  generously  donated  by  Dr.  Bob  Colby  (R-94,  NY) 


SOCIETY  FOR  U.S.  COMMEMORATIVE  COINS 


Jan  Mercer  -  Secretary  *  PennyWeights  151  Elm,  New  Canaan,  CT  06840 

(203)  966-7739 

F*  _L  c  s  c  Take  Note.  .  - 
Official  Society 
N om  i  ii  a  t  i  o  rr  F  o  rm  ! 


Please  Print  or  Type  and  Return  To  Above  Address! 

This  is  your  official  SOCIETY  FOR  U.S.  COMMEMORATIVES  nomination  form.  If  you  would 
like  to  run  for  office  for  club  year  1987-1988,  or  would  like  to  nominate  a  fellow 
club  member  -  simply  place  your/their  name  in  the  appropriate  position.  ALL  members 
in  good  standing  who  have  been  nominated  will  be  contacted  by  us.  All  you  have  to 
do  is  take  the  time  to  fill  out  this  form  and  mail  it  back  in.  You  may  nominate 
people  for  as  many  offices  as  you  wish,  but  please  -  only  ONE  name  per  position. 

All  nominations  must  be  POSTMARKED  or  received  by  May  15th,  1987.  All  nomination 

forms  must  be  signed  to  be  valid.  This  is  for  our  historical  records. 


President 


Vice  President 


Secretary 


Treasurer 


Program  Chairperson _ 

Publicity  Chairperson _ 

Newsletter  Editor _ 

YN  Rep  (must  be  a  YN) _ 

I  hereby  nominate  the  above  person(s)  for  office. . . 


signature 


date 


please  print  your  name  here 


APPLICATION  FOR  MEMBERS]  l  I  P 


States  Commemorative  Coins  * 
*  Pennywe ight s  151  Elm  St 


New  Canaan 


CT  06840 


Please  PRINT  oar  TYPE! 


Check  One: 

Adult 

Junior 

*  Are  You  A 

Former  Member?  Yes  No 

/ 

/ 

Name:  Last 

First 

M.I . 

Street 

•  / 

/ 

City 

State 

Zip  Code 

( 

) 

Birth  Date  - 

Junior 

Collector 

or  Dealer 

Daytime 

phone  number 

I  hereby  make  application  for  membership  in  the  Society  For  U.S.  Commemorative 
Coins ,  subject  to  the  bylaws  of  said  Society.  My  yearly  dues  (August  to  August 
of  each  year  -  $ 15.00  Adult  /  $5.00  Junior)  are  included  with  this  application 
in  the  form  of  cash  check. 


/ 


Signature 

of  Applicant 

Date 

/ 

Signature 

of  Proposer 

Membership  Number 

Signature  of  Parent  or  Legal  Guardian  in  the  case  of  a  Junior  Member. 


